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A TREATISE 


QO-E 
THE BEST KINDE 


OF CONEFESSORS. 


Preſented to the vertuous Se- 
minariſt,and Regular Prieſts, 


and Catholiks in 
England. 


EvextnD PRIESTS, both 

Serynariſfs , and Regulus 
res, and beloued Lay Catholiks 
in Eneland, my intention in com- 
poling thu ſim all T reatiſe of the 
beit kinde of Confeſſors,1s not to 
diſparrage any kinde of Confeffor 
allowed and approued by the. Ca- 
tholike Church , and magh leſ/e to 
abridge anie of their Faculties, 
or libertie to heare the Confe/* 
A ij 


feons , and abſalue whomſoentr 
come to them : but leaning all 
Priefis with all faculties and li- 
bertie of confeſiins , wh:ch they 
haue,onely to sHew ſach Prieſts ,as 
deſire , by being Confeſſors, to pro- 
cure the greater glorie of God, 
the greater good and merit to 
their owne ſouls , and the greatey 
ſpiritual profit to the ſouls of their 
Pennents , what kinde of Confeſ* 
ſors they ought to be, for toprocare 
this. Aud in like manner , my 11< 
tention 1s not, to abridee in anie 
farte the libertie which Lay Ca- 
theltks haue 10 confeſs to what 
kinder of approucd Prie#t they will 
or to put them to more charges 
of maintayning Priefts , or to 
bring them to more danger of rhe 
tawes by wing ſuch as I propoſe 
to them : but leauing them with 
all the {:bertie ro confeſſ\, to what 
kinac of approued Prieit they will, 
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and to contribute no more to mains= 
tenace of more Priei#s, then they 
doe , onely io propoſe unto them, 


what kinae of Priefts are be/? for 


them, for the greater glorie of God, 
and greater ſpiritual good of their 
ſouls , leaning it ( as I ſaya ) free 
ro their chonſe , whether they will 
uſe them , or n0 ,or contripuie par- 
ticularly te thery mainteraiice , or 
0. By which meanes , they 1:9 

zae boih ſuch Conf" ſors os 3h5y 
haue,and all/o bette: Ki..te of Cow 


feffors then they haue had «lime ff 


theſe hundred yeares. For it h::h 
exer ſeemed to me a lamentaule 
caſe of English Catholtks ythat 
whereas Catholicks in Catholick 
countryes, and allſo in Zeland, 
4nd Holland, haxe twokindes of 
approued, Confeſſors , to wit, ſuch 
as huue paſtorall Charge of the 


ſouls of their Penitents , and [ach 


allſo , as hane not that pa#torall 
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charge, bat onely lawfull power to 
abſolue them , Cathulichkes in En- 
Catho- gland ( allmoſt theſe hundred 
—_ yeares ) haue had but one kindt, 
allmoſt 70 wir, Confefſors without paſtoral 
rod charge of fouls , and haue wanted 
yeares #09 Confeſſors , as Should haut 
have had ſuch charge of their ſouls, 
4: pany which { as 1 shall shew clearly) 
with mwererhc far better kinde of Confe/ſ- 
Ce ſors, and more needfull 10 Carho- 
licks, eſpecialy of the peorer ſore, 

who are not able. io maintaize 
peculiar Prieſis, and yet for whoſe 

good , Confeſſors were equally in/- 
titured by God. Ana howſocuer 

ſome will deny , that Confeſfſors 

with paſtorall charge of ſouls , are 

better for the good of Penitents 

then Confeſſors, who haue no ſuch 
charge none can deny but that it 

zs better for the good of Penitents, 

that there be Confeſſors with 


charge of ſouls , then that there 


' And particalerly , this will be 


be none ; ahd that there be move 
kindes of Confeſſors » which they 
may 'chuſe, then that there be but 
one kinde , eſpecially when they 
may haue them both without any 
reſtraint of their libertie , to w/e 
whether they will , and with no 
mare danger or charges to them. 


better for the poerer forte of Ca- 
thelicks , who shall hereby hane 
ach Confeſſors, as shall be bound 
fo. anlminiſter Sacraments wvnio 
them ,in what danger of ſickneſs, 
or war ſiener , which ſacraments 
omctimes they. haue-manied, for 
want of ſuch Conſcſſors. For my 
part, I am fully of opinion of the 
Catechiſine ad Parochos,cap. De 
Paxnitentiz Sacramento , ſect. 
32. compoſed by order of the Conn- 
cell of Trent, and ſett forth by an- 
thoritie of the Sea Apoftolick, that 
what holines, pietie and rel- 
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gion,remaineth.in cheChurch, 
1s in great part to be attribu- 

ted co Confeſſion , and ihere- | 
for 1 make his Treatiſe of the beſt , 
kinde of Confeſſors , and intend _ 
( God willing) to make the ble | 
Treatiſe of the beſt Penitent. Pere 

baps there never was in the 
Church, more frequenting 0 Cone 
fefion, then of late hath been, but 
whether, it be for gthe fault of 

Cor fefſors , or of Penitents, or of 
beth, chere doth not appeare fach 
amendement of life, as iuſtly may 

be expected of the greater frequen= 
tation of this ſacrament , and 
which ( without doubt) it would 
efedt, if u were frequented in 
fach ſerie » 4s it should tbe, 


PATEL ET EE 
FIRST CHAPTER. 


The trw ſtate of the queſtion, 
Concerning the be#t kind: af 
Confeffors » plainly ſets 
down. 


| Hexe be two kindes 
of lawfull Confeſ- 
ſors , the one hath 
paſtorall charge of * *39- 


NA!en  - 


the ſouls of his Penicents, the viz a. 


other , hath no ſuch charge. pauper. 
Chriſti 


a Now the queſtion is, whe- 
ther of theſe two kindes of $. Tho- 
Confeſlors, is, { of it ſelf) rhe O—_ 
better, that is , more for rhe 7... 
gloric of God, more for the —_— 
ſpiriruall good , and merit of ;,,;.. 


the Confeflorhimſclf, and alſo chis. c. 


E bog F 45. 
or the greater ſpirituall profir FAY 


of the Penitents ſouls] ſay / of ques to. 
it {c1f) becauſe I conſider theſe '-9: 3s 
A v alt. F, 


go | 
d fferent functions , onely in 
themſelues , abſtratting from 
the different perſons, in which 
they are, andalſo fron their di- 
ferent. qualities , of learning, 
vertuediſcretion,and ſuch like, 
or (if you will) ſuppoling theſe 
two different kindes of Con- 
feſlors , to be equall, or nor. 
much vnequall ; for learning, 
yertue, diſcretion , and ſuch, 
like qualities, fitt ro be inthe 
perſons of law full Confeſlors. 


Inwhbar 
all good 
Contel(- 
fors a- 
Ice, 


And theſe two different Con- 
feſſors agree in that, that both 
arc approued of the Church, 
both have lawfull power or au- 


thoritie to abſolue thor Peni- 
rents, and the ablolution of 


both is valid and vndoubred, 


and allſo both oughrrto receiuec 
their functions , and. execute 
them for the loue of God, and 


oood of their Penitents ; bur 


they differ in manic other and 
vweightie points,as shall herea« 
frer appeare,for which the one 
kinde 1s iuſtly to be preſumed 
before che orher. 


SECOND CHAPTER. 
That the comparing of the ſayd 


two different kindes of Confeſ- 


/a rs, ought not to be offenſiue to 
.anye good. Prieſt, or Cathoalick , 
but rather grateful. 


'T Hat the. comparing of 


the two: faid kindes of - 
Confeflors', ought. not to. 
be offenfue to anyC o00d. > 


Pricſt or Catholik, 15 euidenr. 
Firſt, becauſe (as I ſayd) I com- 
pare onely the ſayd difterenr 
fandGions in themſclues , not 
rouching any' perfons, or ſtate 
of Preiſts. Secondly , becauſe 
ir much importeth - both for 
A.v1 


It. 


TT. 
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Pricſts and Catholiks, to know 
what kinde of Confeſſors are 
the beſt , that both, chey may 
become the beſt kinde of Con- 
feſlors, and theiſe , vie the 
. ME beſt. Thirdly, becauſe Divines 
Thom. * viually compare the ſtares 
2.:.9q4 of Curats, and regulars , 
-H_ without offence of anyec : of 

which compariſon , thus wri- 

rcth Suarez: tom. z.derclig.lib. 

1.C.18. 1: « blamelef}, if it be wiſe- 
ning ” Iy and modeſtly handled, and it be 
o Con- conſidered, that the compariſon « 
_ » made , not between their perſons or 
fenfiue deſerts , but between their laies 
thea the ad conditions » 07 , 4s S. Thomas 
ot of peaketh , the compariſon is made 
Curats fer the kinde of the worke , not for 
= the charine of the worker, as Chriſt 
lars. Lake 16. preferreth the contempla- 
Fine / Fe : before the aftzue. And 
yet this compariſon of Curats 


and Regulars, is not made for 


—_— a 


the greater good of a third , as 
ve compare the ſayd different 
Confeflors for the greater 
good of the Penirents , bur 
meerlyto shew , which of their 
ſtares is in it ſelf, better and 
perfe&er. If therefor this com- 


parſon of different kindes of 
Confeflors, be handled diſ- 


ceerly and modeſtly (asirtshall 


be of me) it will be more bla- 
meles, then that of Currats and 
Regulars. Fourthly , becauſe 
allſorts of Prieſts in Countryes 
that are nor Catholik ( as En- 
glandisnot or in Countryes , 
Where there is great ſcarcityc 
of Frieſts , asinthe Indyes, are 
capable of both theſe fun- 
fions of Confeſlors ; and fome 
Regulars ? are, even in Ca- 
tholik Countryes , and where 
there is no ſ{carcitie of Prieſts, 


Confeſlors with charge of 4 


NP >: 

Thom. 
2.2 q. 
154. ail. ; 
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7 
ſouls , as others: are withonr 
ſuch charge. And if Regular 
Prieſtsin England, will ynder- 
take the burden, they may 
haue paſtorall charge of their 
Penitents ſouls', as well as 
others, Fifcly , becaufe no man 
carefwl of his health, would 
bz offended to haue shewed 
vnto him, whar kinde of Sur- 
geon-or Phyliitian, ro-witr, a 
Galleniſt , or Paracelſfian, is 
berterforhim, and why should 
any 'Penitent carefull of rhe 
good of his foule, rake it ill, 
that rhe like shouid be shewed 
to him of his ſpirituall Phyf9i- 
tian, who is his Confeffor* If 
therefor any take ir ill, rhat ir 
be sheved, whar kinde of 
Confeſlor 1s the beſt for the 
gloric of. God, and good of 
ſouls , he sheweth therereby, 
that he . is not delirous of the 


— — 
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oreaterglory of God,and EF 
ter ſpiriruall profite of OY 
of which I hope no good 
Prieſt, or Catholik in England, 
15 ouiltie, Laſtly becauſe I , 
being Paſtor of the Catholiks 
inEngland, as P., Vrban VIII. 


_ 1nhisBreuerto me An. 1626. in 


expres termes calleth me, 
ought to shew them al the beſt 
means I can, for the good of 
their foules, and in doing fo, 
none can be iuſtly offended, 
for I doe bur mey dutic, and 
what I am bound to doe. And 
alſo (though vnworthie) I am 
one of thoſe of whome our 
Sauiour ſaid: who hearerh you, 
heareth me , who deſpiſeth 
you , deſpiſeth me, E 
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THIRD CHAPTER. 
That it much importeth » both 
Priefts ,and Lay Catholtks , to 


know , which is the bet 
kinde of Confeſſors. 


I. þ He it greatly impor- 

tethPrieſts,for to know, 
which isthe beſt kinde of Con. 
. feſſors , is euidenr. Firſt, be- 
cauſe thereby they may know , 
what kinde-of Confeffors are 
molt pleaſing ro God, doc me- 
rit more to themſelues. and do 
alſo more good ro their Peni- 
tents. Secondly , becauſe 
Prieſts are diſpeſers of the my - 
ſtcries of God, and ir impor- 
terh them to know , who are 
the beſt diſpenſers of ſuch 
great matters. Thirdly . be- 
cauſe Confeſlors are ſpirituall 


P—— 
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Phy Grians of their Penitents, 
and ic muchimporterh Lt hyſi- 
cians , both for themſelues , 
and fortheir Patients, to be the 
moſt able to cure their Pa- 
tients, 

2. That italſo greatly im- 
porteth Penitents, ro know 
who are the beſt kinde of Con- 
feflors , is likewiſe - cuidenr. 
Firſt, becauſe (as is ſayd ) Con- 
feſſors are theiripirituall Chiſi- 
tians , who mult cure their ſpi- 
ritual diſeaſes. Secondly , be- 
cauſe the Church counſclerh 
her children ro chuſe the beſt 
kinde of Confe!lor rhey can, 
DePznitenr. D. x. c. $8. and d. 
6. C. 1. vhere Nauarre in C. 
Placuit , ſayrh : The meanins of 
the Canon wu, to counſel, that by 
what way ſocuer 4 Penitent can 


iuſily , he should ſeek the beſt 


; Pricits. Scchimthere Fg. 2nod 
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antem. Thirdly , becauſe (as is 
a forclayd) the Church pro- 
teſſeth , that one of the beſt 
meanes. she hath to.keep men 
from vice, and to driue them 
ro vertue, is Confcſhon and 
ſurely the beſt meanes to the 

| beſt Confeſſion, is the beſt 
kinde of Confeſlor, ast ce beſt 
meanes ro be cured is to gett 


the beſt Phyſitian. 


' FORTH CHAPTER. 


That a Confeffor, who hath Pa- 
forall charge of the ſouls of 
Penitents, is better , then one, 
who hath no ſuch charge , proued 
by their d;fferent Tnſtitutors. 


"TT" He firſt proof , that a 

Confeſſor, who hath pa- 
ſtorall charge of ſouls , is, cere- 
ris paribus ,; better, then- one 
who hath no ſuch charge, IL will 


= YE, I 
Se CS __ OY 
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take from their different Inſti. 
tutors. For Chriſt himſelfe im- | 
mediatly inſtituted Confeſlors 
with paſtorall chargeof ſouls, 
as is cuident out of S. Iohn 
chapr. 20.v. 23. where he ſayth 
to his Apoſtles, and in them to 
their ſucceſlors. Take the Holy 
Ghoſt, whoſe ſinns you Shall re - 
mitt they are remitted 5 axd 
whoſe you hall retaine , they 


are retaized. Now the Apol- 


tles were,, -and their ſuc- 
ceſlors are , Confeſſors with 
paſtorall charge of ſouls. But 
that Chriſt immediarly inſti- 
ruted Confeflors withour char- 
geof ſouls,we neither finde in 
ſcripture , nor in Tradition : 
bur rtheiſe were inſtituted by 
the Church, as S. Thomas 
teacheth in theſe words 22.q. 
188.Att. 4. 1t was requiſit , that 
beſiae the ordinary Prelats , others 


ZO 

Should be aſſumed 10 ſach of ices. 
Where he doth nor ſay , thar 
Confeſlors » ithour charge of 
fouls were neceſſary, bur one- 
ly requifit, nor that they were 
immediatily inſtituted by 
Chriſt , as ordinary Prelatsare, 
buc aſſumed , to virtrt , by che 
Church. Secondly , becauſe 
C hriſt inſtiruted no: ther Con- 
fellors butthe Apoſtles and the 
72. Diſciples: bur both rheiſe, 
doubrles had charze of ſoulcs, 
And ſurely, that kinde of Co- 
feijor is (of himſelf,and cereris 
paribus) better, who is imme=- 
diatly inſtirured by God , and 
with whome God will more 
concurre, then thar kinde of 
Confcflor, who isnort ſo inſti- 
euted. For it cannot be doub- 
red, but that he will more 
concurre with ſuch kinde of 


Confellors , as himſclf imme- 
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diatly inſtituted ,thE with ſuch, 
as arc inſtituted by others, 


"OPTI 
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FIFTH CHAPTER. 


That a Confogor with charge of 


ſoules, is better, then one with- 
out ſuch charge, prowed by the 
different ends of their Inſti- 


t41107. 


"Hat a Confeſlor with 

charge of ſoules, is ( of 
himſclf and ceteris paribus ) 
berrer, then one withour ſuch 
charge , I proue by the diffe- 
rent ends for which they were 
inſtirured For Confefforswith 
charge of ſouls, vere inſtiruted 
for themſclues, as neceflary of- 
ficiers for the remiſſion of 
mens ſinns , as is euident by 
Chriſts words cired in che for- 


merchaprer.For Chriſt hauing 


6 amiget poo PN PA VR Ra Aa. , 


22.2.4. 
188. arr, 
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inſtituted the Sacrament of 
Pennance, he muſt needes in- 
ſtiture purpoſely officers for 
the adminiſtring thereof , as 
were the Apoſtles and their 
Succeſſors. But Confeſlors 
withour charge of ſouls, were 
not inſtituted purpoſely and 


for themſielues ; but by acci-y, || .- 


dent,and forſome other cauſe, 
to witt, as S. Thomas a ſayeth, 
inthe place ci:edinthe former 


chapter, for the multitude of the 


farhfull, and for the difficulty of 


finding ſufficient perſons for all 
people. And the ſame fay Alber- 


tus Magnus, and S. Bonauen- 
cure, cited by Dionyſius Car- 
thultanusin 4.d. 17.9.6. andiit 
15 cuident. But doubtles, thoſe 
Confeflors, are; ofrhemſclues, 


and ceteris paribus )better, that 


is , moreforthe gloric of cod, 
and good of fouls, who arcin- 


- 


mn —od-V.- 
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ſtirured immediatly by God 
himſelf, and purpoſely for 
themſclues , as proper mini- 
ſters of the Sacrament of pen- 
nance , then thoſe, who are 
inſticuted of the Church , nor 
yettnether purpoſely for the- 
ſ{clues, burfor orher occaſions, 
and if which occaſions had nor 


>| -been, would neuer haue been 


inſtituced , as none ſuch were 
inſtituted til abour ſome foure 
hundred years agoe. 


A Cy 


SIXT CHAPTER. 


That a Confefſor with charge of 


fouls ,is better , then one with- 
out it , proued by Gods binding 
to Confeſs to the one, and notto 
| the others. | 
| © He third proof , that a 
| | conpetcr with charge 


_ 
7 
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14 
of the ſoule of his Penirents, 
15 better, thartis, more for the 
glorie of God , and good of 
ſouls, then a ConfedSr with - 
out ſuch charge , I will rake 
from that God bindeth to con- 
feſs ro the one, and not to the 
other. For that God hath com- 
manded to confeſs our ſinns to 
ſome kinde of Confeſlors , I 
ſuppoſe as a point of Fayth. 
And he hauing inſtituted 
Confeſſors with charge of 
ſouls, and none withour ſuch 
charge ,asIshewed before , his 
command muſt needs be vn- 
derſtood of Confeſſors with 
charge of ſouls, and nor of 
others, For the Councel of 
Trenr. ſeff. 14. c.5. andall Ca- 
tholicks, docinferre, thatbe- 

cauſe Chriſt inſtit.:.ted the 
Apoſtles and their ſucceſſors, 

Iudges of inns, for to remire 
or 


2F 
retain them, therewithall he 
bound men to confeſs their 
ſinns to them. , becauſe they 
could nor iudge of whar they 
knew nor. But he did not binde 
vsto confeſs to ſuch, as himſelf 
did not infticure iudges of 
ſinns. And hereupon Sorus in4. 
diſt. 18. q. 4. art. 2. ſayth The 
Canon (of yeatly Confeflion to 
ones proper Pricft who hath 


care of ſouls ) did but add the c; 


And it would neaer hane reſtrai- 


ods 
mand 


yearly time to the dinine command. t Con. 


fels to 
ones 


red confeſsion to a proper Prieſf, proper 
vnleſs it had Vnaderſtogd . that it Pricſt, 


w45 4 dinine preceps , and allwayes 
obſerned in the Charch. And he 
adderh ibide : That this reftraiz.t 
zo cofeſs to ones proper Prieſt,ts ena- 
gelicall. So plainly he fayeth, 
chat to confeſs ro ones proper 


Prieſt who hath charge of 


ſoules, is divine, and Euange- 
B 


26 : 
licall. Bellacmin allo lib. z. de 
Pceenirent. c. 13. anſ.cring ro 
this obic&ion of Caluin : the 
obligation of Confeſſion is but 
humain ; becauſe it was made 
in the Councell of Lateran, 
ſayeth ; That the Conuncell did 
onely determin the time : and if 
all that command of cotellirig 
ro ones proper Prieſt , be di- 
uine , beſide the time , then 
obligation if ſelf co confeſs 
to ones. Proper Prieſt, :s di- 
uine, And if it be a diuine 
preceptto confeſs to ones pro- 


per Prieſt; who hath charge of 


ſouls, and nor to confeſs to an 
other , who hath nor ſuch 
charge of ſouls ,ſurely it is of 
itſc]f betrer ro confels to him, 
then to aniec other, becauſe in 
confefling ro him, we doe an 
at of obedience to Gods com - 
mand, which we doe not, in 


confeſſion to others,to'whom- 
he commandeth vs not to 
confeſs. And obedience 1s fo 
gratefull to God, as he pre- 
ferreth ir before ſacrifice. And * 
it were a maruell, if anie bo: - 
exhorte to obedience to man, 
Should dehorte from obediece 
ro _ | 

If any obie&, thar if it 
his a divine precept, to confeſs 
ro ones proper Prieſt, that then 
it vill follos , thar cuer more 
ve mult confeſs to him, and 
neuer to others, I anſ(ver, that 
this will not follos , becauſe 
though God conmutias VS 
co cofeſs ro our proper I rieſts, 
yer he fobiddeth not vs to 
confeſs ro others, when there 
is iuſt cauſe: bur it will fo low, 
that we mult not confcls to 
others without iuſt cauſe , as 
 divines® reach. For diuine afhr- 
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matiue precepts, doe bindeal- 
waycs, bur not foralwayes, to 
witt, whenthere is 1uſt cauſe ro 
the contrary. And which is juſt 
caule , and where there is juſt 
cauſs,pertaineth tothe Church 
to aetermine, and to her de- 
termination we oughtto ſtand, 
She being the pillar and ground 
of truth, and taughr all crurh 
by the Holy Ghoſt. And thar 
She had iuſt cauſe ro diſpenſe 
herein, appearcth by the fore- 
ſayd words of S. Thomas,thar 
the multitude of Penitents was 
too great for to confeſſe onely 
to their proper Prieſts, and thar 
it was hard to finde ſufficient 
proper Prieſts for all places. In 
which caſes (doubleſs) the af- 
firmatiue divine precepr of 
confeſling ro proper Prieſts 
who haue charge of the ſouls 
of their Penitents , duth not 


binde. 
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SEVENTH CHAPTER. 


That us better for Penitents to con- 
feta Prieſts who haue charge of 
their ſouls, then ththers , proud 
by the ends for, which God in- 
Sitnted Conf. fion. 


I. He fourth proof, thar 
1ris better for thePeni- 

tent, to conlſcis roa Prieſt, who 
hath charge of his ſoul, then to 
others, I take from the ends, 
for which God inſtiruted Con- 
teſſion, of finns. For one eſpe- 
.Cciall end, for which he inſticu- 
ted Confecſlion , was, that ſuch 
as had charge of ſouls , might 
rherby berter know the cſtate 
of the ſouls, whercof they hane 
charge ( as corporalle Phyf1- 
tians know the eſtate of their 
M B ii 
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Patients by their telling it) and 
thereby might. be the berrer 

able toheipruem. And to this 
purpoſe , it is ſayd Prouerb. 27. 
Diligently kiow the face of thy 
cheep: whereupon S. Thomas 

n P71n* opuic.18 C. 4.laycth ; Thar be- 
_ af loxeeh t0 Cares of ſouls , which i 
—_ [yd Prouerb. 2p. Diltgently know 
is to be £2 face of thy Sheep » which eſpe- 
well cially is done, by hearing Coz fe /- 
nigh ions. And Sorus in 4.d.18 q. 
the Pa- 4.Art. 2.70 Confeſs to ones proper 
ſtor. * prie#t us enangelicall aud profitable 
zo the fouls of the people , rhat the 
Paſtor may k 5ow the sheep , as 
Chriſt ſayeth,andbe knowne by the. 

Ibid. 4 mong the laws of fecatng, 

that is an eſpecial one, which us 
exerciſed in the ſacrament of pen- 
nance. And d, 20. q. 1. art 5. 
Seing the greateſt Knowledge and 


iugement ofthe flock is gotten by 
facramentall Confeſſion » in this 


ZI 
ſacrament efpecially , it is not con- 
uenient, that it be free far enery 
one 10 goe to what Prieft hewill, 
but that enery one be boundiohis 
proper Pricſt ,ſo as he confeſs but to 
him, or to another, by his leaue. 
Andlib. 1o,deIure &c. q.z.arr. 
i. [tis the nature care , and jide- 
lity of a good Paſtor , that he and 
his sheep know well ane an other. 
Azor.tom. 2.1,7.C. 4. A Paſtor 
knowerh h:s- sheep , and leadeth 
them to paſture , and sheep know 
the vayce of their Paſtor. A paſtor 
allſo muff gee before his flotk , and 
know the faceof his sheep. Nei- 
ther doth it onely belong to a Pas 
For to offer ſacrifice for his sheep, 
zopreach and gine them the ſacra- 
ments , but allſs he muſt watch 
wvpon his flock, viſit his sheep and 
know tbeir faces. Well ſayd Sa- 
lomon ; Diligently know the face 
of hy sheep. Bellarmin. 1. 3. de 
B ii 
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"INTEL C. 124. Paors,by Con- 
feſfion , know the diſeaſes of their 
sheep , and by that meanes , can 
apply conuentent remedies to eucry 
676 11 particular, and alſo in pu- 
blick ſermons , veprehend thoſe 
vices , to which they know their 
flock robe moſt ſabiet?. And Hen- 
r:quez de Panir. 1. 2. c, 16. Cu- 
rats, for toknow the face of their 
sheep , may compell them to fullfill 
the precepts of yearly Confeſfio and 
Communion. See Gamach de 
Pznirent. c.1$.n.59.I addalſo. 
that the Councel of Trent.ſ{efl. 
25. C. 1. fayth. By dinine precept , 
all who haue charge of ſouls , muſt 
know their sheep. And the Ex- 
trauagant C. Salnatos : Paſtors 
muſt ſie the faces of enery one. 
Our of all which iriscuidenr, 
that by commandement of 
God, all Paſtors muſt diligent- 
ly knew the faces of their 


Sheep; andalſF, thar this ail 
gent knowledge is cheefly gor- 
ren by hearing their Confel. 
hons, ſo that , one endof the 
Penitents confeſſion, is to lerr 
his Paſtor know the face and 
eſtate of his sheep. Which end 
they fullfill , who confeſs 
ro their Paſtor; and they fru- 
ſtrate, who confeſs not to him, 
but to others. And doubtleſs, 
they doe better, who fullhfll fo 
cheef an end of confeſſion, 
then they , who fruſtrate it. 

2. An other cnd of Con- 
feſlion, is shame or confuſion 
of our ſclues, Which God: 
woula haue vs to vndergoe, 
borh for to reſtrain vs thereby 
from ſinning, and allfo forto 
make thereby ſome ſatisfa-: 
&ion to him, whome we dis- 
honored and diſgraced by our 
iinning. And commonly men 
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haue greatershame , to confeſs 
co their proper Prieſt, with 
whom they viſually conuerſe, 
then to others , whom rhey 
chuſe of themſcelues, and ei- 
therliuvenotwiththem, or ſel- 
dom ſee them. And shamein 
Confeſſion , is a great part of 
pennance, and of fatisfation 
for our ſinns, and agreat bridle 


thame TO COMmiItt them no more. P. 
 agrear Innocent 4. C. Eff animarum : 


Shame is a great parte of Pen- 


nance. yance. P. Benediat. C. Inter 


cunEtos : Shame is a great part of 
pennance. The Catechiſme ad 
Parochos cap. de Pznitenr. 
ſect. 32, Shame of conf: ſfing, doth 
as it were bridle the defire of offen- 
ding , and withold wickedneſs. 
And Bellarmin, lib.z.de Pani- 
tent. C. 12. The shame which we 
ſuffer in confeſſing, is apart of /a- 
isfation. So that, by confeſ- 
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ling whereleſs shameis, we di- 


minish one great end of Con- 
feſlion , which is to bridle vs 
from ſinne;and allſo one part 
of the ſacrament, which is ſa- 
risfaction. And.ſurely itis ber- 
ter to fullfll a good end of 
- confeſlion , and one parr of the 
ſacrament of Pennance , then 
any way to diminish them. 
And this shame is like ro a ber- 
ter potion, whicha good Peni- 
tent should nor refuſe for the 
greater good of his ſoul , no 
more then he wauld refuſe a 
bitter potion for the greater 
health of his body. Nay it wil 
bring him glory before any 
vertuous Confeſſor , and be- x... 
fore. God and his-Angels, who $haine- 
reioyce att the repentance of P's 
a finnar. For (as rhe ſcripture Slorie: 
fayth) here is a shame or confu- Eccle- 
. ; ; fiaſtici 
fon which bringeth glorie. And |, .. 
: Þ yj 


G 
hs welſcc inS. Auguſtin, who is 
moſt admired for his publick. 
Confeſſion of his finns , and 
that nor to a Prieſt, but to all 
the world, andtoallandrco all 
poſterity rill rhe worlds end. 

Loueof And beſides, true contrition' 
wer for the loue of God, will rurne 
"ng all this birterneſs into ſweet- 
\werr. neſs, and make all God his 
yoke, ſyett, and his burden, 

_ light, 
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EIGHT CHAPTER. 


That it is better 10 confeſi to 4 
Pric#t, who hath charge of the 
Penitents ſoul,then to an other, 
proued by the Tudgement of the 
Charch. | 


I. TY fifth proof; thar ic is 


berter t@ confeſs to a 


Prieſt, who hath charge of the 
Penitents ſoul , then to an 
other , who hath not thar 
charge, I will rake from the 
iudgemer of the holy Church. 
which in that great Generalt 
Councel of Lareran vnder P. 
Innocent 3. and after, by diuers 

graue and vertuous Popes , = . 
hath for many hundred yeares 6 era 
commanded all Catholicks of dcth to 
either ſex, to confeſs {att leaſt pion 
once a yeare) to their proper on 
Prieſt who hath charge of their __ 
fouls, but neuer commanded :, ,.* 
them to confeſs to ſuch as had thers. 
no charge of their ſouls, Zuery Þ.Inno- 


Chriſtian ( ſayth che foreſayd ccat 3. 


. Councel) of ether ſex , after they 


are come , 10 yeares of diſcretion » 
shall truly confeſs all their finns to 


zheir prover Prieſt, at leaſt once 4 


yeare. P. Martin 5. ( in his Bull ?. Mar- 


related by P. Adrian 6, de Con-*** 
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feſs. q.5. and others ) we will, 
that thoſe who confeſs 10 Fryars 
Shall never the leſs be bound, to 
confeſs , att leaff once a yeare, to 
ther Parish Prieft , as the great 


P Sixtus* Conncel ordaineth. And P.Sixtus 


wy IV.inextrauagante, vices; de 
pace & treuga, admonisherh 
Regulars, that they forbeare 70 

reach , that Parishioners are not 

bound to confeſi, att leaſt att Eaſter, 

70 their proper Prieſts , becauſe they 

are bound thereto by law. And 

that the forcſayd Councel, by 

A pro- A proper Prieſt , meaneth one, 
we that hath charge of ſouls , is 
hatch manifeſt. Firſt , becauſe P. 
charge Martin 5. in his words cited ex- 
of .ouls. poundeth ir of a Parish Prieſt, 
who (doubtleſs ) hath charge 

of fouls. Secondly , becauſe 

what Prieſt hath not charge of 

a Penirent , 1s not his proper 
Prieſt, but is common to all 


CL ne Og; 
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 Penitents whoſe confeflions he 


heareth, Thirdly , becauſe as 
Sotus ſayth 4.d. 18. q. 4. arr. 2. 
1t 1s an abuſe, to call adelegate, 
a Proper Prieſt. For a proper 
Prieſt, ts taken but one way, be- 
cauſe a Proper Prieſt is the fame 
that ordinary, to witt , he 10 
whome , by his proper office and in- 


ri/aition , belongeth the charge of 


fouls, and is indge inthe Court of 


conſcience. And againe : It is 


one thing , to be lawful, an other * 


70 be proper , who 1 proper , # ordi- 
nary : but lawful, enery oneis, 
who can work either by his owne 
authority, or by commiſcion. And 
the like hathrolet inſtruionis 
Sacerdotum lib. 3. c. 13, And 
Eſtius in 4. D. 17. $. 13. ſayrth. 
Thereis but one acception of proper 
Prieſt, who hath proper and ordi- 
nary auttoritie to abſolue him ,18 


reſpeet ofwhame he is called proper 


One 
Shing to 
e a 


proper 
Prieſts, 
an other 
to be 
laWfull, 


P.V r- 
bain 2, 


for theignorance of bim , to whom 
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thatis to whoſe charee , each one 
#5 properly ſubic&t.Laſtly, becauſe 
to call ſuch as hear confeſſions 
without charge of the ſouls of 
their Penitents , proper Prieſts, 
was but dcuiſed for to shew, 
that Regulars did not heare 
confeſſions againſt the fore- 
ſayd Canon of the Councelof 
Lateran, which shift is need- 
leſs , for though they be nor 
proper Prieſts, they hear con- 
feſlions by leaue of the Pope, 
and Bishops, and therefor no 
more offend againſt that Ca- 
non , then ſuch Prieſts doe, 
who hear Confeſſions by leaue 
ofthe Parish Prieſt. Moreouer 
P. Vrbain 2. in Canon. Placuzrs, 
de Paenitentia D. 6. ordaineth 
thus: we will, that no Prieſt ad- 
2111 10 confeſſion any » that is vader 
the charge of an other , vnl:{{it be 
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, bheconfiedbefore. AndP. Bene- p Bene- 
dict. X I, Can. inter cunftos ; i*): 
We rity command, that Fryars 
carefully admonisch thew whoſe 
Confefiions they heare,and exhort 
tn their ſermons , to confeſi to thetr 
Prieſts , att leaft onced yeare , af- ART. 
firming that ( doubtleſs) ;his is 1c; 
profitable to their ſouls. Andrhis prefi- 
ſemerh to haue been the intent ****: 
of the Councel of Trent, 
which ſefl. 25. c. 13. comman- 
deth , that where Parochiall Parish 
Churches hanue no certain bounds , = 
nor their Reffores certain people, rei. = 
whame to gouern , but indifferently j _ L 
miniiter ſacraments t0 ſuch as de- cel of 
mand them, the holy Synod com- Ie 
| manaeth Byshops, for thegreater So 
x ſaifty of ſouls committed to them , confel- 
| "hat the people being denidedinto (92 
certain peculiar Parishes , they toPa- 


appoint to enery one their perpe- oY 
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 tnall and proper Parish Prieſt, 

who may know them , and of whom 
alone, they may lawfully receaue 
ſacraments, or proxide ſome.other 
better way, as the condicion of the 
place vequireth. Andſeſl, 14. c.g. 
Dioceſes and Parishes were mot 
reaſonably dinided , and proper 
PaFors giuen to each floth, and 
Redtors of inferior Churches, who 
shoald hawe eaery one care of his 
'sheep , that Eccleſjafticall okder be 
not confunded. _ 

2. Neither i& the foreſayd 
Canon of the Lateran Councel 
abrogated. For allbeit ſome 
ſay , tharP. Leo X. hathdecla- 
red, thatwhoconfels to Men- 
dicants, doe ſatisfy the obliga- 
tion of the ſayd Canon ; yett 
that declaration doth not ab- 
rogatc the ſayd Canon , bur 
rather $sheweth , that it 
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bindech ſtill , by ſaying , that 
men by confeſling ro Mendi- 
cants, doe ſatisfy the obliga- 
tion of that Canon, andonely 
sShewerth, that the Mendicants 
hearing of Confeſſions by the 
Popes leaue, isnot contrary to 
the obligation of thar Canon, 
as other Prieſts hearing Con- 
feſlions by leaue of the Parish 
Prieſt, are not contrary ro the 
ſame. Sce more of this in Na- 
uarreinC. Placurr D. 6. n.121. 
Gamach de Pxnitent. c. 18. 
Henriquez de Pznirenr. 1. 2. c. 
15, And though the ſayd Ca- 
nonorlay were abrogated, and 
did notbinde now arr all, that 
would no way weaken the force 
of my argument, taken from 
the iudgement of the Church. 
For she hauing both by a Ge- 
nerall Councel , an allſo by 
Bulls of diucrs Popes, ſeuerly 


See 
Cocil, 
Trider. 
ſeil. 14. 
Can. 
$$. SIX 
rus 4. 
and 
Martin. 
5. ſus 
pra. 


So Catholicks to 
confeſs ro Preiſts who haue 
charge of their ſouls, and ne- 
ver commanded them ro con- 
feſs ro ſuch as haue no ſuch 
charge , but onely permit- 
ted them ſo to doe by rea- 
ſon ( as S. Thomas fayd ) of 
the too great multitude of 
Penitents , of the inſufficien- 
cy of ſome Pricſts who haue 
charge of ſouls, she clcaily 
Sheweth , that She iudgeth ic 
(of it ſelf ) better for Catho- 
licks, to confeſs to ſuch prieſts 
as haue charge of their ſouls, 
then to thoſe who haue nor 
that charge. For (doubreleſs) 
She iudgeth that bercer for her 
children to doe, which she fo 
often, ſo ſeucrely, and for ſo 
many ages hath commanded, 
rhem ro doe, then that, which 
She neuer commanded them 
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co doe, nor perhaps would per- 


mitt them ro doe, if the too 
great mulcitude of penitents , 
and inſufficiency of many 
Prieſts who haue charge of 
ſouls , did noc force herto per- 
mite 1t. 
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NINTH CHAPTER. 


T hat it is better for Penitents , to 
confeſs to a Prieſt, who hath 
charge of their ſouls , then to 
others , proued by the inage- 
ment of thoſe , who were Cox- 
feſſors of Penttents without 
charze of ſouls. 


x. FT is ſocuident, that (of 

itſelf ) it is better for Pe- 
nitents to confeſs to Prieſts, 
who haue charge of ſouls, then 
to others, thar euen the chei- 
feſt of thoſe , who were con- 
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feſſors of Penitents without 
charge of their ſouls , doe 
acknoyledge it to be better, 
S. Bonauenture a Doctor of 
the Church , and Generall of 
E the Franciſcars , writeth thus 
yer . 
ood, IN4.D.17.9.2.n.108. 7 beleeue 
that if the Partsh Pricft be fitt, 
that it is ener good , that the Pani- 
tent be remitted io him, of whom- 
foener heis heard. And num. og. 
wherefore it is to be beleened , that 
1 all Paris hioners whenſceuer , and 
how of ten ſocuer they confeſi ro fuch 
(Mendicants) are bound to con- 
feſt to their proper Prieſts , if they 
be good and ſufficient , and exact 
it,and wil not otherwiſe be content. 
And this I ſay , at leaft once 4 
_ yeare. Ibidem : 4d therefor it 
Coun- #5 wholeſome Connſel, for all theiſe 
ſel. xo be remitted to ther proper 
Prieſts , that if they be not content 
with that Confeſiion , they be 
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heard againe. Angelus , View Ange- 
| Gcnerall of the ſayd Franciſ- *: 
cans, and Commiſlary to Pope 
Sixtus LV. in his Summe , Ver- 

{ bo, Coxfefiio, 4. num. 33. 1tzs Iafier 
ſafer to confeſs to our owne Prieſt or = _—_ 
Prelate, then to an other, for ma- zs. 
ny aeceits and vnleawfulneſſes , 
which are in other Depunes,Wher- 

fore 1 allways aduſe » that none 
leaue his owne Parish Prie#, for . 

an other Deputy , vnleſs it clearly 

| appeare » that he whome he hath 

| choſen, be of good conſcience and 
ſufficient skill, and that more, then 

his owne Parich Prieft. For if 
there be any defedt in his owne Pa- 

rish Prieſt, the Penitent is more 
excuſed in confeſiing to him then 

to an other, becanſe Superiors in 
appointing him , doe ſeeme 10 ap- 
proue him for ſufficient. SCcotus 5cotns 
the cheifcſt divine among the 
ſame Franciſcansin 4. d.5.q.6. »+ 
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ſayeth. We should allwayes chuſe 

Czreis zha; ( Confteſlor) creris paribus, 
par:us- 0 whome that beloxgeth by office. 
And Confeſlorby office, none 
is, buthe, who hath charge of 
orga ſouls. Richardus de Media vil- 
media Ia , an other great Franciſcan 
villa, DoQor,in 4. D.17.9. 1. Albeit 
zn ſome caſes it were better for one, 

zo chuſe a Conftfſor as be would, 

then to be bound toconfef to his or- 

Not" dinary , yett it were not profitable 
profira- for the Communitye, that it shonld 


—_— be lawful for enery one to chuſe his 

munity. Confe//or. 

S. Tho" 2,,S, Thomas,another Do- 

mas. Qor of the Church, and che- 
feſt DoQtor of the Dominicans, 
in Supplemento q. 8. art. 5. ad 

God. 4, writcth thus : Werefore 2t is 
good, that he, who heareth Confeſ- 
ſons by auttority of the Bishop , 
doe per ſwade the Penitent ,1o con- 

Sorus. fff zo his proper Prieſt. Sotus a 


g:auc 


þ 
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graucandlearned Dominican, 


in,4. D. 20. q. I. att. 5. The ſu- 


preme Paſtor of the Church cannot 


ſuffciently prouide for the whole 


Church, unlef# he gine Bishops to 

all Churches. Wherfore ) [ein '7 the 
chiefeſt notice and indgement of 

the flock ,15 gotten by ſacramentall _ 
Confcſiion , it is requiſit, that eſpe- og - 
cially in this Sacrament , it be not © 


free for euery one torunnto cnery 


Prieſt, but that eacry one be bound 
ro his own , that he confeſ* rot, but 
to him ,or with his leave. Nauar. Nauar. 
a Canon Regular, and famous 
Caſuiſt, Concil.15.dePzniten- 


"tia : 1 shoald thinck, that he did 


wiſely , who ( att the houre of wy. 
death ) procureth himſcif iobe ab - 


ſolued of his Parish Priest there 


preſent, or of his ſuperior , rather * Ga- 
then of others. Gabriel * all'o a _ 
Regular in 4. D. 17.9. 2 art. 3. mivs. 


If allbea like , it is better tocon- ** fle- 
C Utnus. 
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Heſs to ones proper Prieſt, as Doc- 
tors commonly hold, as S. Bona- 
og _ Hentare and Angelusin Summa , 
ny cau- Confc/510 3.8. 34. for many canſes, 
les. andamiding of dangers. 
Liman 3, Layman, a great writer, 
by wk and Ieſuitl.5.rratt. 6.c.33. Seing 
Church 7# 7s inſtirurcd for the common 
good of the Church , and conue- 
nient conerument, that all faith- 
F411 shonll confeſs to their proper 
Prief? , that mut not be limitted 
or refrained for prinate commod;- 
ty , by prinatg interpretation of 
Dodors,eſpetially becauſe many by 
this meanes , fallly pretending im- 
 pediments of confeſſion, may with 
' draw themſclues from the inrijai- 
Regi- 03 of their Paſtor. Reginald 
vald. ..n other Teſuit lib. 1. n. 61. 
Well addeth Nauarre , that he 


wiſely. (hall do wiſcly , who { att the 


houre of death \) his Parish 


Prie/t or Superior being preſent , 


Fl 
'procareth to be abſolued of him ; 


rather then of others. And as, , _ 
Barboſa writeth- in Remiſl. @. 


Concil. Tridentiniſef. 14. c.7. 


XN auarre Conſ/l.rs.fub tituls P e- . 


mrentie,Sayrus(an English Be- 
nediCtin ) decrf7 27. ſab eodem 11- 
talo, Reginald. l. 2. n. 00. Jay , 
that he should dowiſely,who if his 
Parish Prieſt or Superior be pre- 
ſeat , procured himſelf 10 be abſol- 
wed of him at the houre of death , 
rather then of an other. And him- 
ſelf allegar, 25.num. 51. ſayeth: 


airus. 


1t1s better to confeſi to ones Paſtor B: er, 
att the honre of death, then to an ** 


other. Andirtifirt be both wiſer 


oOure 
of de- 


and berrter, at the houre of att. 


death , ro confeſs, to ones 


Paſtor or Superior, then ro an 


other, it is much better and 
wiſerto doe lo inlife time. Be- 


cauſcitis certain, as the Coun- 
ccl of Trent, hash declared ſell. 
C 1 
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I17.C.7.that, attthe honre of death, 
all Prie#ts can abſolue any Peni- 
zent from any ſenns or Cenſbres , 
which all Prieſts cannot do, 
nay fey Prieſts can doe, in time 
of life, and therefor their ab- 
ſolution is not ſo certain tm 
time of life, asin time of death. 
If therefor it be betrer and wi- 
{2r to be abſolued of ones Pa- 
rish Prieſt or Superior, at time 
of death , when the abſolurion 
by any Prieſt whatſocuer, from 
what inns or cenſures ſocuecr , 
is moſt certain , much better 
and wiſericts, toprocureto be 
abſolued of him in life rime, 
when all Prieſts abſolution is 
not1o certain, as 1t 1s in time 
of death. 
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TENTH CHAPTER. 


That it is better for Penitcnts , 10 

\ Confec/5 to Priets, who hane 
charge of their ſouls, then t0 
others, proued by the Gezeral 
pradtiſe of thoſe Prieits , who 

are Confeſſors of” Pemitents , 
without charge of their ſouls. 


I. Heſeuenth proof, thar 

4 {7 of itſelf )) ir is berrer 
for Penitents , to confeſs to 
ſach Prieſts , as haue charge of 
their ſouls, then to others, 
Shall be taken from the Gene- 
rall pra&tiſe of ſuch Prieſts , as 
are Confeilors of Penitents 
withour charge of ſouls. For 
they doe nor confeſs it in. 
words onely (as we ſaw inthe 
former Chapter ) bur much 
| C 11 
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more in praiſe and indeeds,. 
becauſe they ſuifter nor any of 
their owne compagnies, vpon 
any occaſion , to confeſs to 
whome they will, but onely to 
ſuch as they appoint forthem. 


The Glofl. in Clement. Da- 


dum, Religious men , according _ 


ro the ſtatuts of their orders , muſt 

confeſs to their Prelats. Suarez 
Gcne- tomo 4. derelig. l. 2.c. 16. Cer- 
| w__ to JAIN UE TS that by ordinary right, 
confeſs and without diſpenſation, regulars 
= "phe cannot confeſs to others , then 20 
will, ſuch Confeſſors , as are apointed 
Would for them by their ſuperiors. Tbid. 
n. 6. Generall lean , to chuſe oxes 
giens. confeſſor » would tend to great ae- 


. rriment of religions , for it may be 


an occaſion of difſolution and rela-. 


xation of religions diſcipline. And 
num. 7. By ſach general licence 
and ordinarie w/e , religions difci- 


pline would be plainly oner- 


— —_— 


r5 
throwne, Henriquez |. 7.c. = 
S. 4. The Society of Teſus keperh 
that prinilege, that none , withont 
the ſuperiors leaue , can chuſe a 
Confeſſor beſide him , who is ap- 
pointed. And Gregorie the 13. 
granted this to the Society, Lay- 
man 1. 5. tract. 6. Cc... 10.8. 20. 
By their proper ftatuts , it 1s not. 
permitted , to religious ta confeſs 
ont of their owne order 10 any other, 
but 10 whem the Snperior appon - 
71h. And Rodriquez to.1 q. 62. 
att. 4.ands. reciteth the Bulls 
of Popes, which Icſuits, Fran - 
ciſcans, Auguſtins, andother 
Religious orders, haue procu- 
xcd, that noneof theirs, cuen 
in time of Tubilces, may con- 
felsro any , vutto ſuch as their 
Superiors appoint. And head- 
deth: This is very good and nece/* 
ſary. And Petigian in Summa 
D. 17.9.5. att. 3. affirmeth, that 
C 11 
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there 15 excommunication /atz 
 ſenrentis , that no religious , 
euen by veriue of a Bull, do 
conf.ſs to any other, then ro 
Him, who isappointed by his 
ſuperior. X 
2, And doth ſuch great 

good come to religious com- - 
panies , by confeſling ronone, 
bur ro ſuch, as their ſuperiors 
appoint tor them: and would 
no good come to the holy 
compagnie of Chriſt, the Ca- 
tholick Church, if her chil- 
dren confelled co ſuch as haue 
charge of their fouls. Would 
ſuch great harme come to reli- 
gious Compagnies , as their vt - 
ter d&folution and relaxation 
of religious diſcipline by gene- 
rallleaue to confeſs to what ap- 
proued Prieſt they yould , and 
will no hurt, norelaxation of 

ecclefiaſticall diſcipline come 


7 
by thelike leaue granted to al 
Catholicks ? - Are religious 
companies , and Chriſts com- 
panie, of ſo different nature, 
as that what is greatly goodfor 
the one , is naught for the 


other ? Neither doth ir farisfye, - 


which Suarez ſayth n. 6. Cit. . 


T hat ſuperiors of regular orders are . 


| bound, not onely topracare the [als 


pation » bat allſo. the perfecion of 


theer ſubiects : asif Bishops , Pa- 


ſtors, and ſuchas haue charge : 


of ſonls', were not: bound to - 


procure the perfeCtion of their - 


ſubieRs, and theſe allſo bound : 


to be perfe? Did not our Sa- 


uiour ſay indifferently to all : : 
Matth. F. Be perfeet ; 45 vVonur © 


heavenly father is perfeet? Was - 


not Ss. lohn Baptiſt ſent. Luc. r. 
ro prepare 4 perfett people to our 
Lord,andyertwas not ſent one- 


T. Toan; 


| QUL : 
ſeruir | 


verbum 


ly ro make Regulars? Dothnot cius, in 


£C v 
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hoc ve- God giue Paſtors and Doors 
&'f rc for conſummation (thatis, per- 
Deiper. fetion) of Sarnrs. Ephel. 4 2 
_ Or doth he giue none to pro- 
Er c. 4. Cure perfeCtion of Saints, bur 
Sidili- religious men? or were there no 
$8”: procurecrs of perfe&ion in the 
charitas Church , before religious 
Dan grders were inſtitated ? Or will 
nobis ae | 
perfe- religious Confeſlors ſay, that 
taet. they are nor to procure perfec- 
tion in their ſecular Penitents? 
Doth not Sorus lib. 10. de lure 
& Tuſtiria q. r. art 4.lay. Th 
The duty of a Bishep , both to teach 
perfeition, and perſwade it: and 
q. 3. att. 2. (/t « rhe office of 4 
Paſtor, to bring hu healthful flock 
zoperfefion: and noteth , that 
in the conſecration of a Bys- 
Ns x- hop, the Churchtellech him, 
1bear ; | 
omnem Chat he mu#t bring his flock to per- 
homine f(F;0 , as weread of $. Tohn Bap: 


A _— Iist P 


a 


ny , 

If any Regular should fay ro 
me, that /of icſelf ) ir is ber- 
ter for Catholicks, ro confefs 
to what approued Prieſt they 
yould, then to thoſe who haue 
charge of ſouls, I would anſwer. 


him , as'+ Lycurgus anſwered t Plu- 
one, who'perſwaded to inſti- 1% 
rute popular gouerment in his cheg, 


Citty , that he should firſt be- 
oinn ſuch a gouerment in his 
owne houſe. But whether they 
onely be to beaccounted per- 
fe , who obſerue the three 
Euangelicall Counſels, or no : 
I would knowarcaſon, why it 
isrequiſit, that ſuchas obſerue 
thoſe counſels, should confeſs 
to none, but to ſuch, as their 
regular Superiors appoint.and 
the like $hould nor be cxpe- 
dient for ſuch,as are toobſerue 
the commandements , as all 
Chriſtians are? Why should the 
C y) 
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obligation to confeſs ronone; 
but to certain appointed'Con. 
feſlors , be requiſit for obſer- 


uation of theſe Counſels , and 
the like obligation should nor 
be requiſit forthe obſeruartion 
ofthe Preceprs ? 


hmm —— 


ELEVENTH CHAPTER. 


That is better for a Penitent to 
confeſs to a Prie#t , who hath 
charge of hu ſoule, then. to an 
other ,proued by the greater cer- 
tainty of abſolution. 


\N He Eighth proof, that 

it is better for a Peni- 
rent toconfeſs roa Prieſt , who 
hath charge of his ſoul , then to 
an other ,I will rake from the 


greater certainty ofabſolution 


by bim , then by this, Firſt, be- 


G1 
cauſe Curats , who haue char- 
ge of ſouls, haue iuriſdiftion- 

from the Canon law, and (as 
ſome * graue diuines fay ) allſo , sows 
from divine law. Whereas Con- 4-4i.:8. 
feffors withour charge of ſouls, 1+ 
haue Iuriſdiftion onely by 

* delegation , except it be in 

the houre of death, when all my he ſ 
Prieſts haue Iuriſdition. And ar. 4. q 
Iuriſdition by law, eſpecially _ ak 
of God , is more certain, then , p,. 
is turiſdiction by. delegation, nauen- 
eſpecially when it muſt paſſe _ 
by ſo many hands of delegats ae. 
and ſubdelegatrs , as it com- _ 
monly doth ro ſuch Prieſts « as we Sad 
vſually hcare confeſſions wirh- nachis 
outcharge of ſouls. And Jurif- © 
diction being eflentially requi- 

ſit to abſolution, rhe more cer- 

tain the 1u riſdicion 1s , the 
more certain is the abſolu- 


L. Ba- 
barius 
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2. Secondly , becauſe the 
Canon andCiuillaw ratific and 
make goodall atsdone accor- 
ding to law , by one who is 
commonly thought to be a 
lawfall ordinary officier , and 
hath any colourable ritle, 
though indeed he be no true 
officer, nor haue rruciuriſdic- 
tion. Whereupon Sanchez lib. 
3. de matrimonto Difpur. 22. n. 
13. layeth. A4 things done by 4 
Parish Prieff, commonly taken to 
be fuch, and haning a colonrable 
title einen to him by a lawfull 'ſmpe- 
rior , are valid encn in court of 
conſcience , and confeſſions made 
zo ach, need not beiterated. And 
Nauarre in Manuali c. 9. n.1r. 
1n. 4 Curate , a title, though 


naurht , with poſſ on , will (u f= 


fice. Bur it 1s not certain, bur 


denyed by many as may be 
ſeen in Sanches 1,cit. n.15. and 


6.) that as done by a fals De. 
legate commonly thought to 
be a true delegare , are valid, 
Neither indeed is there the 
like reaſon , that the Law 
Should ratifyethea&s of ſuch, 
as are not inſtituted by Law , as 
there is, thatirshould ratifye 
the acts of ſuch, as lay it ſelfe 
inſtiruterh. So that, abſolution. 
oven by ones Curate , muſt 
needs be more certain , then 
g:uen by an other, whois bur 
delegate , becauſe the law it 
ſclfdorhratifye theabſolurion . 
given by a Curate, whenof it 
ſelf it would nor bevalid, and 
doth not ratifye ſuch abſolu- 
tion giuen by a Delegate. And 
hence iris that (as ve ſayd be- 
fore) Dinines teach, thatiris 
wiſer , cuen' at the houre of 
death when all Pricſts haue Tu- 
riſdiction , to be abſolued of 
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ones Curate or Supertor , then 
of any other. And the validity 


of abſolution, being of thar- 


moment; that a Penitent ha- 


wing onely attrition, bur valid 


abſolution, shall be ſaued, and 


wanting valid abſolution, shall 
be idamned , well counſeled. 
Reginald a leſuir 1. x. n. 103. 
Becauſe ina matter of ſuch impor-. 


Fance , it behoueth to take the cer- 
Zain andileane the uncertain , Sud- 
rez, well aduiſeth, that unleſs there 


be ſome grtatand reaſonable rauſe 


- on the Confeſſors part, we should 


allwayes wfſe the ſaifer meanes, 


that a Confeſſor haning certain 
and more probable Tnriſdiftion , 
be allwayes preferred before one , 
who hath a doubtfull or leſs pro- 
bable zuriſaitfion. And (doubt: 
leſs)a Curate, who hath charge 
of ſouls , hath more probable 

turifdiction , then 2 Delegate 


p 
who hath no ſuch clic 
Which I doe not fay ,tocallin 
queſtion the abſolution of 

ſuch Prieſts ſecular or Regular, 

who really haue trew Delega- 

tion, and foriuſt cauſe, ofthe 

(ca Apoltolick , bur becauſe 

ſuch Delegation paſſing tho- 
rough ſo many handsof Dele- 

gats and Subdelegatrs, as it 
commonly doth before ir 
come to them , who vlually 
confeſs without charge of 
ſouls, is notſo certain, to vs, as 

is the abſolution giuen to vs 2 See 
by Curats, who hauechargeof mncor 
ſouls. Nor-are their Ads ( if lus ſayd 
they be of themſeluesinualid ) _ . 
ratifyed , and made good by MN 
Law , asare the Acts of Curats, Fo 
rhough of themſelues they pry 
were inualid. I add allſo, that Sous 1. 
-Curats doe ſucceed the 72, 2 
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reach, and therefore are inſti- 
euted, not onely by men, bur 
allſo by God , whereas Dele- 


de Cle- gats are inſtirured onely by 


men , nor doe ſucceed the72. 


$. Tho- Diſciples: and thar,of the 72. 


Diſciples Chriſt ſayd Luc. 10. 
Who heareth you , hearcth me. 
Anditis more ſure to be abſol- 
ued of ſuch,as ſuccecd them, 


_ of yhom Chriſt ſayd , who hea- 


reth you , heareth me , then of 
others , of whom Chritt ſayd 
noſuch thing. 


. 
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TWELFTH CHAPTER. 


That itis better for a Penitent , to 
confeſs to a Prieſt , who hath 
charge of his foule, then to an 
other , beeauſe it is more mert- 
t0rious , and allſo more ſatis fa- 
.CFor10#45. 


1. Er ninth proof, that it 

is better fora Penieenr, 
co confeſs to one who hath 
charge of his foul, thenrto an 
other, we will take from tharit 
is both more meritorious ,and 
alſo more ſatisfatorious. That 
it is more meritorious ,I proue 
firſt, becauſe itis more merito- 
rious to. confeſs to ſuch Con- 
feſlor® as God hath both inſti- 
ruted , and commanded vs to 
confeſs ynto, and allſo the 
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Church for many ages hath 
commanded, then to ſuch, as 
men haue inſtitured , andne- 


ther God. northe Church cuer 
commanded vs to confeſs vn- 


to, but we chuſe of our ſ{elues. 
For in the one, we fullfill God 
and the Churches will, andin 


theother, we fullfill our oxne. 


will. And ſurely , it is more me- 
ritorious, to fullfill Gods and 
the Churches will, then ro full- 
fill our owne; becauſe there is 


more obedienceto Godand to: © 


the Church , and allſo more 
humilicy. Bur Curats , who 
hane chargeof fouls, areofrthe 


firſt ſorre , and who haue no 


charge of fouls, arc of the: lar- 
ter. Secondly, I proue it, be- 
cauſe commonly itis harderto 
confeſs to ones Curate./ who 
hath charge of our fouls , and- 
authoriry-rogouuctne vs ,then. 
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co another , whome we chuſe 
our ſclues , and who hath no 
authority to gouerne vs , be- 
cauſe ordinarily men are more 
loath ro diſcouer theirimper- 
fe&tionsrto their Superiors with 
whome they commonly con- 
uerſe . then to others, whoare 
nor their Superiors, and who 
may beſuch, asrthey neuer ſaw 
before, nor perhapps shall ſee 
afcerwards. and where is the 
greater difficulrye there isthe 
greater vertue, and merit to 
oucrcome, And hence allſoap- 
pearcth , why itis more ſatisfa- 
Rorious : for where there is 
greater paine or difficulrye, 
chere is allſo the greater ſatis- 
faction. | 

2. Thirdly I proucittobe 
more meritorious , becauſe in 
confeſſling to ſuch , as the 
Church apointeth and com- 


Sec 
Nauat- 
re de 
Indulg. .. 
norab. 


3.N.13; 


* Cap. 
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dork , atleaſt oncea yeare 
we conſeruec the order and dil- 
cipline of the Church, bur in 
confefling to whom we chuſe 
our ſclues, we doe nor kee 
chat order or diſcipline. And 
how. greata good itis,to con- 
ſcrue the order and diſcipline 
of the Church, and whar.great 
harme may come by not ob- 
ſcruing it , we may ſee by the 
great account, which Regu- 
lars make of their Regular or- 
dcrand d:ſcipline, as we heard 
* before. And if they make 
ſuch account of their Regular 
diſcipline, and efteeme it ſo 
great merit to obſerue it, how 
much more ought good chil- 
dren of the Church to obſerue 
and eſteeme the diſcipline of 
the Church, she being incom- 
parably to be eſteemed 'aboue 
all regular orders, and her diſ- 


| I 
cipline inſtituted by more Fn 
aſſiſtance of the holy Ghoſt, 
adallſo formore gloricof God | 
and good of ſouls: wherefor if 
there be great merit inobſer- 
uing regular diſcipline, there 
is far more in obſcruing the 
Churches Eccleftaſticall. diſci- 
pline : and if greater harme 
come of breaking that, more 
cometh in breaking this with- 
our iuſt cauſe. Fonrthly , I 
proue, thar itis. more merito- 
rious to confeſs to onesCurate, 
who hath charge of his ſoul, 
then to an other, becauſe thar 
conſeructh and increaſcth that 
ſpiricuall and holyloue, which 
ought to be between a Paſtor 
and his sheep, whereof weshall 
fpcak more hereafter, andall- 
ſo maintaineth his ſpiriruall 
auctority , which he hath to 
goucrne them ; whereas by lea- 
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uing our Paſtor , and confeſ- 


ſingrto whome ve v1ll, ve dimi- 
nish both hisloue, and his au- 


'thority. Bur iris far more meri- 


; . \ 
torious to conſerue the Paſtors 


loue and authority, then any 


way to diminish 1t , as itiscu1- 
dent. 
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THIRTEENTH CHAD. 


That it 6 better for a Penitent to 
confeſito a Pariszh Prieſt, who 
hath charge of hu ſoul , then 
70 an other, becauſe great com- 
modalities, and 10 1nwonuenien- 
cie cometh bythat , aud many 
znconneniencies come by this. 


Hat all commodityes , 
which can be gotten by 
the Sacrament of pennance, 
may be had by confeſſing to a 
Prieſt 


_ WP 4 
Prieſt who hath charge of 
ſouls , and no inconueniencic 
can come thereby , is cuident, 
becauſe ſuch a Confelſor is of 
Gods inſtitution, and rhe pro- 
per minifterof thatſacramentr. 
And ail commodityes , which 
can be had by afacrament, may 
be had by the proper miniſter 
thereof inſtituted by God him- 
ſelf. And likewiſe no inconues- 
niencie can come by confe(- 
ling ro ſuch an officer, as is pro- 
perly appointed by God. Bur 
if there chance to fall outany 
inconuenicnciec , that riſeth of 
the perſon, not of the office ir 
ſelf, Bur by confefling to 
others, whom we chuſe our 
ſelues , chere may riſe many 
and great inconueniencies. 


Firſt, 1s preiudice of the Con- Flt in- 
feflor, who hath chirg ofour £9nue- 


ſouls ,forit is his rj ghr ro admi- 
D 


4 
1 


- cz , 7 : © _ 
Nei tn er Woo nals SPREE af A Ie*: 


Jer this ſacrament to all 
thoſe, of whoſe ſouls he hath 
charge. Andnottogiueto one 
his. right or due, 1s doubtleſs a 
preiudice ro oth Nether lea- 


-ucth ir. to be a pretudice to 


him, becauſe leaue is granted 
ro Joe: 't,forthar will not shew, 
that it :isnota truepreiudice to 
him ,-but onely thar ſuch pre- 
iudice is done with leaue, And 
Nouarre in C. P/acuit n. 61. 
both aftirmerh and proueth, 

thar 1 it is true preiudice to Cu- 
rats, that their people are per- 
mirted to confeſs to others: 
and ir 1s euident , becauſe all 
raking away of ones right 1s a 
preiudice to him, though ifit 
be done foriuſt un. it be no 
ſinn. And hoy carcfull the 
Church was 1n ancient times, 
ro conſerue the rights of or- 


, 
dinaries._, the Catechilme 


ad Parochos c. de Pxnitent. The 
{ct.47.shwerth in theſe words: ; i 
wich what religion in times paſts fore 

17 the moſt ancient Church , the _— 
rizht of an ordinary Prieſt was ,f the 
conſerned , is eaſily gathered by "_ of 
the ancient Decrees of F athers, ty WE OO 
which was ordained, that no Bis- 

hop nor Prieſt Should dare to doe 

aiiy thizg in an others Patish , 
wiihoat his leaue, who there To- 
werned, orwithout ſome great ne- 

cefdity. 

2. An other inconuenien- S<<ond 
Cie 1s, thar hibertie to confeſs ——_ 
ro what approued Pricſt one cic. 
will, breakerh diſcipline of rhe 
Church which 1s, that euery 
one should cofels, atleaſt once 
ayeare, to his proper Prieſt, as 
is cuident by the foreſayd Ca- 
non of the great Councel of Thee 
Lateran. Andariird inconue 1.con - 
niencie is, that it leſſenerh thar venien- 
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76 
ſpiricuall loue, which ought ro 


be becwcen a Paſtor and his 
Sheep, whereof we $hall ſpeake 
more hereaſter. And a fourth 
is, that it leſſeneth the authori- 
ty , which a Paſtorshould haue 
oucr his flock , which doubt- 
leſs would be greater , if his 
Sheep did confeſs co him , be- 
cauſe naturally men reſpect 
and reuerencethem more, to 
whotheyconfeſs their ſinns,the 
orhers,to who they doe not co- 
feſs. And this noterhP.Innocet 
4. Can. Ef animaram , laying, 
that voluntarie confeſfors 
breed contempt and indeuonon 
azain#t proper Prieſts. I diſpute 
nor, whether this Bull of In- 
noc?nt the 4. be reuoked, or 
no, becauſe I argue not out of 
the obligation thereof , bur 
out of the trurh ic ſaycth , 
which 1s, that voluntaric Con- 


ys. P kd 


7 
feflors occaſion neglet of DrO- 

2r Prie ts, which ſo graue and 
to learneda Pope, as innocent 
4. was , v ould not haue ſayd, if 
he had nor ſeen ir ro be cru ©, 
And how great an inconue- 
niencie negic of Paſtors is, is 
manifeſt ofir (oIf , ſling all 
communities ſtand by the au- 
thori:y of cheir ſuperior, and 
fall and arc weakened , by the , x;,, 
fallor weakening of it. Where- x. ; 
upon the Apoſtle ofren and I vogy 
earnct'y exhorteth Chiſtians Heb. xy 
to honnour and reverence Mztth: 

. FJ . - 26, 

their ſpiriruall ſuperiors , and , c. 
our Sauiour ſayeth, if the Pa- prian 
for be ſtrucken theep are dtſper(cd, =, - 
and holy Fathersnotc, thatthe 5s. Hic- 
negle& of Paſtors, is the roote '*”: 
of ſchiſme and: hereſie, and cr 
that the 1aitrye of the Church, - 
dependeth on the honnor of 
Paſtors. And Layman , cired 
D 1 
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+ before noteth, that by con- 
tefling to whome one will , ma- 
ny pretending impediments of con- 


fron , withdraw themſelues from 


the Turiſdition of their Paſfay. 
A fifth inconueniencie by li- 
bertie of confefling ro what 
Prieſt one will, is, that one 
may omitt annuall confeſſion, 
and ſay.thar he hath confeſſed, 
when he hath not confeſſed att 
all. 

3. The ſixth inconuenien- 
cie is, that by libertie of chu- 
ſing ones iConfeſſor, occaſion 
15 taken to committ or contt- 
new in finn , which would be 
much reſtrained, if men con- 
feſſed to their: proper Prieſts. 
For by this libertye, ( as P. In- 
nocent 4. in the Foreſayd Bull 
noteth) thereby shame , which is 
a great part of pennance is taken 
away , whiles ones confefſeth hs 
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 fnnes \not to his proper Pric#t, 
whome he hath continuall and pre- 
ſent , but to an other , and fome- 
times to one , who w apaſſenger , 10 
whome there is hard recourſ , and 
ſometimes impoſſible. And AZor. 
com. 1.1.5. 25. granterh , thar 
leaue 10 chuſe a Confeſſour who 
may abſolue him from ſinns to be 
tommitited , doth gine occaſion to 
inn more freely , and more eaſily. 
And what great difference 2 ow 
thcre { for this purpole) Der-"145. p. 
ween leaue tro chuſea Confef-'6;4. 
ſor, who may abſo1uec one from 
ſinns to be commirred , and 
leaue to chule a Confeſlor , 
who may abſolue- from hnns 
that are committed *whar dif: 
ference ( Ifay) is therefor fa 
cilitye to {inn, between leave 
ro chuſe a Confeſlor, who ma 
abſolue one from ſinns ro be: 
commairtcd., and leaue ro chulſe 
D 1uij 
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a Confcſſor , who may abſolne 
one from inns that arc com- 
mitted , which leaue all haue 
who haue liberrie to confeſs ta 
what Prieſt they vill. For fact- 
liryeto (inn, riſerh notpreciſe- 
ly of leaue to chuſea Confeſ- 
ſor , which may abſolue one 
from {inns to- be commitred, 
but from leaue ro a chuſe a 
Confeſlor , who may abſolue 
from {inns , whether they be 
committed, or. to be commitr- 
ted. 

4. A ſcuenth inconuenien- 
cie in leauing ones proper 


Prieſt , and conf.fling to 


_ others , is, that thereby he is 


ſouls of his sheep, and to be 


made leſs able to help fpiri- 
tually , and cure the ſpirituall 
diſcaſes of his sheep. For by 
confeſling to him, he should 
better know the State of the 


Sr 
better able to apply proper re- 
medyes to them, ro betterin- 
ſtruct cheirignorance , and all- 
ſo,better encourage them ro 
 folloy vertue, and auoid ſuch 

vIces, as theyare ſubiect vnto. 

Bur of this we haue ſpoken ſo+ 
mething , and 5hall more here- 

after. An cight inconueniency 3, a 
is, that by leauing our Paſtor; 
and confeſling to others:, we: cie. | 
diſcourage him, and make him 

leſs carefullof daing his deurye - 

cr what good he can doe forvs.: 

For he, ſeing his sheep to leaue: 
him , and goe to orhers, pre-- 
ferring them before him, bath- 
not that courage [to labour for. 
them, as he would haue, it he. 
ſiw them. pteferre. him before 
others. And what harme. co- 
merh by thenegligence of Pa- 
ftors, God himſelf declarcerth. 
Ezechiel 54. ſaying : my cheep. 

IF --V- 


Caluin : They connince , that to 


$2 
are diſperſed , becauſe there was no 
Paſtor. Not becauſe there was 
no Paſtor art all, bur becauſe 
there was no diligent Paſtor. 
And Sorus lib. 16. de Iure & 
Iuſtir. q. 3. art. 4. afhrmeth, 
thar the roote of hereſies in 
Germanye and England, was 
the negligence of Paſtors : and 
ſurely the sheeps' negle& of 
their Paſtors , occaſlionerh the 
Paſtors negle& of them. And 
ifthe negligence of Paſtors be 
the occaſion of ſuch ill, how 
much more ts the want of Pa(- 
rors ? Whereupon the ſame So- 
rus inthe ſaydplace ſayerh : 7; 
is a aiuine commandement, that 
exery Dioceſe haue 4 Bishop » for 
zhe peculiar care and watchfull- 
neſs , which is due wvnio it. And 
Bellarmin. lib. x. de Ponrif, c. 
2. having cited theſe words of 


2 M $3 
enerye Charch ought a Bishop to be 
Tinen » anſyereth, If” by theſe 
examples, raken from moſt eraue 
Fathers , we conniace ,that t0 eac- 
rye Charchought to be giuen a Bjs- 
hap , why doth not he [1 ſuffer Bis - 
hops?'; hich is plainly to-affirme,, 
that examples brought by moſt 
oraue Fathers, conuince , thar 
eucrye Church ow ohr' ro "56M a: 
Byshop. And it 1s s fayd | in his 
life 1.:3:c. F: thathe counſeled 
P.Clement 8. to prouide Bys- 
hops . preſently for vacant 
Churches , leait he Should be 
euiltyc of ſouls perishing for 
want of Paſtors; And it 15 me- 
motable what: S. Bede). 2. hiſt; 
Anglic. c. 7. Writeth of Scn- 
walch King AF ihe Weſt Saxons 
in England, who hauing cx- 
pelled his Byshop,, ſuſtained; 
great loſſes and ſpoyles.; in his 


Kingdome ofhis ennemies; Ye 
D v) 
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onderſtord, that by want of Bys- 
hops , he wanted aliſo the help and 


grace of allmightye God:wherefore 


he ſent Embaſſadors into France to 
Agilbert , beſeeching him that he 
wenld returne and reſume againe 
his Bishoprick , affirming withall , 
zo make ſatisfaction for that which 
w4s paſ?. Thus S. Bede. Andif 
ſo many , and ſo great incon- 
ueniencies follow Penitents 
not confeſling to their proper 
Prieſts, who haue charge of 
their ſouls, there was ſome 
rear neceſlitye, which forced 
the Church ro diipenſe there- 
in, asno doubrthar was , which 
before we rehearſed out of S. 
Thomas and others, to witt, 
too great number of penitents 
for to confeſs ro one onely 
Prieſt, and roo great want of 
ſufficient proper Prieſts gene- 
rally for all parts. And good 


$5 
children of the Church, will 


'rather doe whatthe Church of 


her ſelf commanderth , then 
what vpon neceſſity she diſpen- 
ſerh withall, and onely permit- 
teth. Burt out of all which | haue 
fayd in this chapter, I argue 
thus: Ir 1s of it ſelf farr better ' 
ro auoid fo many and ſo great 
InConueniencies , as haue been 
rehearſed , rhen to fall into 
them : bur Penitents by con- 
feſfling to ſuch Prieſts as haue 
charge of their ſouls doc auoid 
the ſayd inconueniencics , and 
by confefling to others , doe 
fall into them. Therefor ir is 
far better to confeſs to thoſe 
kindes of Prieſts,then to theſe. 
And what good Penitent will 
not dgethar, which of ir ſelfjs 
far vertter? | 
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F OV®.LSEIFE CHAPT. 
Z hat of it [elf it is better ris Pe- 


nitent, to confeſs to his proper 


«Prieſt then to others , becauſe 

naturally he loaeth his penitents. 
morethen others doe. © 

> aſtors x; 1. F* Hat of it ſelf, iris ber= 

a ter ' for Penitenrs to: 


pevi- eonfels to their properPrieſts, 


rents 
more, 


other 
Prieſts 


their- Penitents ſouls, natural- 


ly: haue more-, then other: 


Prieſts haue , who haue no ſuch: 
charge ofibie fouls of thair Pe + 


nitents , becauſe his oreater: 


Joue will make him more care- 
full and dil! gent tO doe .nais Pee 


who bane charge 'of rheir fouls, 
then thenro ethers, Fprouc by the 
greater louc:, which proper 
&.. Priefts: who have charge of” 
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nitents all the good he can, ra- 
ther then an other , who leſs 
loueth them. For the greater 
loue will cauſethe greater care. 
And that a Paſtor or proper 
Prieſt, who bath charge of bis 
Penitents fouls , naturally lo- 
ueth rhem more then others, 
who haue no ſuch charge , is 
cuident, becaufe he accounterth 
his penitents his owne sheep , 
and naturally one loueth what 
it his own, morethen an other, 
who accountethirtnort his own. 
whereupon well wrote Bellar- 
min. lib. 1. de Pontif. c. 3. 1:75 
certain , that Princes will take 
ore care of their own , then Vi- 
cars will doe of that which 1s other 
”iens. Ang our Sauiour loan. 
10. A good pattor gineth his life 


for his Sheep , as if it were the 


property of a good Paſtor, to 
loue his sheep ſo much, as for 


88 
loue of them, to giue his life | 
forthem. Andas himſelfſayth |! 
Joan. 15. the greateſt ſigne of 
Joue, is, ro giue his life for one. 
Sce more of this in S. Chyſo- >» 
ſtomelib. z. de Sacerdotio c. 2, 

2: Secondly., becauſe the 
Penitenrs of a Paſtor or proper 
Prieſt , are ſpecially committed | 
to him by God. And ſurely, |} 
who louerh God , will ſpecially þ| 
loue them , who are ſo com- | 
mitted to him by God, more: , 
then others will -, ro whome 
God hath not eſpecially com- 
mitted - them. For Gods ſpe- 
clall charge , will make him 
who loucth God, to hauca 
more ſpeciall care of them, 
then others, who hauenoſfſuch \ 
ſpeciall charge. As we ſee all ; 
honeſt men haue a more ſpe-. * 
ciall care of children commit. ©} 
red to them by their parents, 
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th:n others have, to whome 
ſuch child:en were never com- 
mitrcd. And hereupon our Sa- 
uiour ſayd, loan. 20. to S. Pc- 
ter : Does#t thou lone me , more 
then theiſe? Feed my sheep © the» 
reby shewing , that, naturally 
Paſtors love more Chriſts 
Sheep, then others doe. And 
likewiſe the Councel of Trent. 
ſefl. 13. c. 1, faytn to Bishops 
who are the cheif Paſtors : /ere 
them remember , that they are 
Pa#tors, and that they ought ſoto 
gonuerne their ſubiedts , as they 
loue them like children aud bre- 


zhrey, And Cardinall Bellar- j, ,;., 


min wrote thus to a Byshop , 
who deſired to give ouer his 
Bishoprick , to become reli- 

tous : who loved vs, and gane 
his life for vs , vouchſifed to fy 
to Peter , and inhimwvnio all Pa- 
£tors : if thou loneft me, feed my 
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Nota-. sheep, 1s there any ,that dare ſay 
ble 

words T0 our Lord , I will not feed thy 


of Bel- sheep , L at TI leeſe my ſoul , Vn- 


larmin. 7, there be ſome , who loge them-- 


{clues, ana not Gea? Airue loner 
of God ſayth with the Apoitle, I 
had rather be anath:ma from 
Chriff for my brethren , then not 
wnadertake that burden , which the 
love 0 f God hath impoſed Upon mC. 
BI Alveit there can be no danger if 
ver of /a/nation, where Charitye reigneth, 
falua- Behold. in S. Paul, the'excee- 
"rs ding loue of a good Paſtor to 
charity Dis shcep : behold allſo, how 
rei- rhereis no danger in taking 
goers: charge of ſouls, ſo it bedone 
_- forloucof God. Nay ordinari- 
ly the greater the charge of 
ſouls is, the greater is the holi- 
neſs, as Bozius shewerth, thar 
there are more Popes , Saints, 
then anye Archbyshops or 
Py: hops of one Epiſcopall ſca- 
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in the world; and more Arch- 
byshops, Saints, then Byshops 
of any one Scain his prouince, 
and more Byshops Saints, then 
Curats of any one Parish in his 
Dioceſe. And allbeir chatge 
of ſouls be of itſelf more dan- 
gerous, then not charge, 1s,yet 
raken with the Creater grace, 
and greater aflitance of God, 
which he allwayes affordeth 
oreater tothem, to whome he 
giueth greater change , itisnot 
more dangerous, and it is farr 
more meritorious. And y hats, 
Chryſoſtom-.ſayerth : 7t is a ma- 
raet , if axy Redtor be ſaued, he 
ſpeakerh ( as Eſtius Hebr. 13.v. 
i. well noreth ) of ſach > 45 UPON 
ambition onely , putt themſelues 
into that Funttion » 45 is enident 
by the words followite , becauſe 
for one lawffily called , and 


faithfully exerciſing that of- 


Sain 
hve 


voegrmay 


s 
Prieſts. 
as Well 
as 70 be 


Paſtors 


fa a5 Chryſotom hin fc [faid,there 
- no Aanger. Andy hats. Chry- 
ſoltome ſayth of Refors, may 
be ſayd of ſimple Prieſts or Re- 
ligious , if rheiſe take ſuch 
coturles of life for wrong ends. 
And if ſome Saints haue refu- 
ſed ro be Byshops, more haue 
accepred 1t : and ſome allſo 
haue refuſed ro be ſimple 
Priefts , not for the danger, 
but foe | '-umilitye, becauſe they 
thought ngt theſelues worthy 
of .ſuch a funf&ion. Zacheus , 
vpon confidence of Chriſts 
Jloue , accepted his offer to 
come to his houſe, and the 
Centurion , vpon bumilitye 5 
refuſed it : bork well, but he 
better. So it be God, who 1m- 
poſeth charge of ſouls vpon vs, 
and we accept it for his loue, 
it cannot but b@more accep-: 
cable to him, to acceptir; then 
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co refuſe it, and leſs dange- 


' rousto vs, becauſe God, in his 


goodneſs binderh himſelf co 
aſliſt vs far more, in accepting 
for his loue , the burden which 
he impoſerh vpon vs then in 
refuſing ir, when he impoſeth 
it: and leſs danger 1s, when 
God far more aſliſteth vs. And 
hence ſome write, and gather 
it out of the Apocalypſe c. 2. 
and 3. that God giueth ro eue- 
ry Byshop , a ſpeciall Angel. 
Gardian. 

3.” Thirdly I proue , that a 
Paſtor or Proper Prieſt with 
charge of ſouls, louerh more 
his Penicents , then an other, 
who hath norſuch charge, be- 
cauſea Paſtor is like to a Father 
to his sheep, and an other, is 
bur like a Pxdagog. For as the 
Apoſtle ſayerh ro the Corin- 
thians 1. Corinth, 4. Though yee 
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hane mas y thouſand Padarzogs, 
yetyee hane not manyze Fathers, for 
1 haue begotten yee in Chriſt by 
the gboſpel. And Paſtors, arethe 
proper Fathers of their Paris- 
hioners , becauſe they begett 
them in Chriſt by bapriſme , 
and give them their firſt ſpiri- 
tuall lite, Andrheloue ofa Fa- 
ther is naturally greater, then 
is the loue of anye Pxdagog. 
Sorusallſolib 1o. de lure & lu- 
ſtiriaq.z.arr.1 ſayerh : The mer- 
cexaric flyeth, becauſe he is a mer- 
cenarie , to whome the sheep are 
not proper,becauſe the Sheep belong 
not to him, for as Chriſt ſayeth , 
they are z0t his own , as not com- 
mended to him by Chri#, it fol- 
loweth , that he loueththcm not, 10 
witt , with that loue, which was 
demanaed of Peter , whether he 
toned him more then the ref. In_ 
which words he sheweth , 
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why the Penitents are the 


Paſtors own, and proper to 
him, to witt , becauſe they are 
comittedrto him by Chriſt,and 
that therefor there isa ſpeciall 
loue in a good Paſtor towards 
his ;heep, as there was in S, Pe- 
rr, which is notinorhers, to 
whome Chriſt hath no: com: 
mended hissheep, and he ad- 
deth : How can they loue ſouls to 
zhe lofi of their lines , whome they 
account not their ownr? And the 
reaſon why God infuſeth aſpe- 
ciall loue into a Paſtour, is, be- 
cauſe a Paſtour muſt haue a 
ſpeciall care ouer ſuch, as God 
commirrech ro his charge , 
more then others need to haue, 
which ſpeciall care he cannor 
performe wichourt a ſpecigll 
loue: and therefore as God gi- 
ueth ro Paſtors a ſpeciall care 
of his sheep,ſo he giuerth them 


neg [ec- 
ted of 
all. Ari. 
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a ſpeciall lone pf his sheep : 
which ſ{peciall lone he giueth 
nor vſually to others to whome 
be giuerth no ſpeciall care of 
his sheep. Foras Godand na- 
ruredoenot faile in things that 
are neceſlarie , ſo nether doe 
they abound in thingsthatarc 
ſuperfluous. 

4. Fourthly, Iproue that a 
good Paſtor or proper Pricſt 
loueth more his Penitents,then 
an other Prieſt doth , becauſe 
for the loue of God, and of 
them , he bind=th himſelf ro 
aſſiſt chem in what danger ſoe- 
uer, and for their ſakes vnder- 
taketh the greateſt burde , that 
cabe,wy hichis co anſyer ſoul for 
ſoule for euerye one of them. 
Apd therefor not onely doeth 
to them all che good , which 
others doe, but hindeth him- 
ſelf thereto , which others doe 
nor 


wh 
a 


ſayrh of them, who nor onely 
doe good, but allſo yow to doe 
it) giuethnor onely the fruit, 
buralſo rhe tree. Whereas other 
Confcſlors,nether binde them- 
ſelues to afliſt rheir Penitents, 
nor will yndergoc that great 


burden of anſyering fra for 


ſoul For of MendicantsRodri- 
quez tom. 1.4 35.art.5.writerh, 
that they allwayes refuſed to put 
the heauye burden of Carats vpon 
their shoalders. And Bellarmin, 


lib. 2. de Monachis c. 45. parte 4- 


faycth : They doe not miniſter [pi- 
ritual things , of due : but doe 
miniſter them tro whom , when, 
and where they pleaſe , with- 
out all binding of themſelues 
thereto; and therefor cannot aske 


9 
not, and {as F-S. Anſelme +Lib.de 


Simill= 
tudin. 


Sec Re. 


gulas 
$ Oc1e- 
ratis 


C.2.9.4- 
p.119. 


releef of inſtice or due , but onely of 


charuye, as they miniſter ſpiritual 
things, not out of dutye , but onely 


_ 


vy. | 
of charityc: Thus he. [fany ſay, 
thar Paſtors or Curars take that 


bond and burden vpon them, 


for loue of their tithes or reue- 
neys; Ianſwer,that good Cu- 
rats or Paſtors of ſouls doe nor, 
and I ſpeake of good Curats,or 
ſuch good Confteflors as haue 


charge of ſouls, and I com- 


pare them with ſuch good 
Confeſlors, as haue no charge 
of ſouls. Secondly, as itwere 
againſt charitye co thinck, that 
ſuch as heare confeſſions with- 
out charge of ſouls, doe ir 
wholly or principally for loue 
of almes or re;a:d: ſoirwere 
againſt charirye, to thinckthe 
like of good Curars. Thirdly, 
nonc in England , who may 
haue charge of ſouls, could 
vnderrtakethar burden for loue 
of tithes or reuenew , becauſe 


there he can cxpett none. And 
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out of all which hath been ſayd 
and proued inthis Chapter, it 
vill caſily appeare, that ifanye 
Catholicks in England be not 
willing to haue ſuch Confeſ- 
ſors as loue them more, and 
binde themſelues to farr more 
for their loue, then others doe, 
they are notſo defirous of their 
own good, and afſuredneſs to 
be holpen in wat need ſocuer, 


| as in wiſedomeand in loue to 


themſelues they ough to be, 
and as they would be, if it 
vere in matter of their tempo- 
ralſtate, or temporal life. For 
who would not hauc a good 
corporal Phylitian, or Aduo« 
cat, who would binde himſelf 
to aſfliſt him? And if anye 
Should not loue more ſuch a 
Confeſlor , as loueth him farr 
more, then another, andvn- 
dertaketh the greateſt bond of 
E 1: 
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loue that can be inthis world, 
he should shew himſelf to be 
very vngratcfull , and would 
be ashamed to doe the like to 
anye kinde of freind, in anye 
other matter whartſocuer. 


— 


FIFTEENTH CHAPTER. 


That it is better toconfeſito ones 
proper Prieſt , then to another, 
becanſe be 15 a more noble officer 


or miniHer of the Sacrament of 


Pennayce. 


I. TY twelfc proof , that 

of it ſelf it 5s better to 
confeſs ro ones proper Prieſt, 
who hath charge of tacir ſouls, 
then co others, I cake from the 
greater excellencic of the of - 
fice zandthisI proue: firft , be- 
cauſe Confeſſors with charge 
of ſouls were immediarly inſti- 
rured by Chriſt Ioan, 20. here 


IOE 
he fayth to his Apoſtles , Take 
the holy Ghoſt , whoſe ſinns you 

shall remitt, they shall be remit- 
ted: which power with charge 
of ſouls, doth remainc in Bis- 
hops their ſucceſlors. For as S. 


Thomas ſayth 3. parte q.67.4tt. gy... 
2. Bishops ſucceed to the Apoſtles. proper- 


Sotus 4. d. 21.4. 1. art. 4. By 


Gods law , Bishops ſucceed the the a- 
Apo#les, andthe ſame he harh peffics, 


lib. 10. de lureq. 1. art. 4. Bel- 
larmin. lib. z. de Clericisc. 13. 
Bishops , properly ſucceed the 
Apotles. And cap. 14. All Fi- 
thers doe conflantly teach , that 
Brshops ſucceed the Apoſtles. And 
lib. z. de Confirmarione c. 22. 
Bishops doe ſimply and abſeluty 
ſacceed the Apoſiles. The ſame 
ſayth Stapleton controu. 6. q. 
3. art. 3. Nether doth anye Ca- 
rholick deny, that Bishops ſuc- 
eced the Apoſtles in their 
E uy 
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power andauthoritye of forg1- 
uing (inns, by Chriſts ayn in- 
ſticution. Bur the. difticultye 
may be of other inferior 
Prieſts, who, vnder Bishops , 
haue charge of ſouls, as Cu- 
rats haue, whether rhe office 
of ſuch were immediatly inſti- 
ruted by Chriſt, orno, Butthe 
office of Curats may be conſt- 
dered two wayes, cther as an 
office ſeparately taken by it 
ſelf, orasa parte of Epiſcopall 
office and authorirye, nor in- 
cluding that , which was extra- 
ordinarie in the Apoſtles, and 
neceflarye for the beginnin 

orfounding of ChriſtsChurch, 
as the ſpirit of the 76. Seniors 
was bur a parte of the fpirir 
of Moyſes. And if the of- 
fice or authoritye of Cu- 
rats be thus conſidered , it is 


10 

tion as Epiſcopal! Ack 
is, and as the ſpirit ofthe 70. 
Seniors was. For it is of the 
ſame nature, of which Epiſco- 
pall aurhorirye, though nortſo 
great, as Epiſcopal] authoritye 
is - as Epiſcopall authoritye is 
of the ſame nature of which 
Apoſtolicall aurhorirye was, 
though nor ſohigh , and asthe 
authorgye of the 70. Sen.ors 
was of the ſame nature with the 
authoritye of Moyſes. And.if 
the office of Curats were bur in 
this ſorte immediatly inſticu- 
redof Chrift , it would-appeare 
co be farrnobler,then is theirs, 
who heare confeſſions withour 
charge of ſouls. For the office 
of thoſe, was neuer inſtitured 
1immediatly by Chriſt , eitier 
ſeparatly by it ſelf, or in a 
whole, whoſe parte thereof ir 
is, butis ofa different nature . 

E 11 
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pover andauthoritye of forgt- 
uing ſ{inns, by Chriſts own in- 
ſticution. Bur the. difticulrye 
may be of other inferior 
Prieſts, who, vnder Bishops , 
haue charge of ſouls, as Cu- 
rats haue, whether the office 
of ſuch were immediatly inſti- 
ruted by Chriſt, orno. But the 
office of Curats may be conſt- 
dered two wayes, ether as an 
office ſeparately taken by it 
ſelf, orasa parte of Epiſcopall 
office and authorirye, nor in- 
cluding that , which was cxtra- 
ordinarie in the Apoſtles, and 
necefſarye for the beginning | 
orfounding of ChriſtsChurch, 
as the ſpirit of che 76. Seniors | 
was bur a parte of the ſpirit '" 
of Moyles. And if the of- | 
fice or authoritye of Cu- |: 
rats be thus conſidered , it is 


10 

tion as Epiſcopal FR Rab, 
is, and as the ſpirit ofthe 70. 
Seniors was. For it is of the 
ſame nature, of which Epiſco- 
pall aurhorirye, though notſo 
great, as Epiſcopal] authoritye 
is - as Epiſcopall authoritye 1s 
of the ſame nature of which 
Apoſtolicall authorirye was, 
though nor fo high , and asthe 
authorgye of the 70. Sen.ors 
was of the ſame nature with the 
authorixye of Moyſes. And.if 
the office of Curats were bur in 
this ſorte immediarly inſticu- 
redof Chriſt, it would appeare 
co be farr nobler,then is theirs, 
who heare confeſſions withour 
charge of ſouls. For che office 
of thoſe, was neuer inſtitured 
immediatly by Chriſt , eitiicr 
ſeparatly by it ſelf, or in a 
whole, whole parte thereof ir 
is, butis ofa different nacure . 

E in 
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becauſe Chriſt , never inſticu- 
red an office to forgiue inns 
wirhout charge of ſouls, 

2. Bur indeed itis more 
probable , that the office of 
Curars was it ſelf inſtirured im- 
mediatly by Chriſt, or by the 
Apoſtles at his command. Firſt, 
becauſe (as Suarez confeſlerth 

foe of tom 3. derelig.1.1.C. 17.n. 25. 

Curats, anditis euident ) The inſtitution 

necel- of Curats u necefſarye to the good 


ſa-ye | 
'o the gounerment of the Church , and 


Charch {z/uarion of ſouls. And Chriſt, 
etther inſtituted , or comman- 
ded to be inſtituded, all, that |} 
isneceſſarye ro the good go- 
uermenrt of the Church and 
ſaluation of ſouls. For Gods 
workes are perfect, and cuen 
in naturall things , he giuerh 
all that is neceſlarye to their 
well being. Secondly , becauſe 


Chriſt , beſides the, Apoſtles, 
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inſtituted 72; Diſciples Lue. 
10. and gaue them authoritye 
to preach, as he did to the 
Apoſtles, and becauſe authori- 
rye to preach without authori- 
tic to adminiſter neceſlarie {a- 
craments att leaſt, ( as the ſa- 
crament of Pennance is) were 
imperfett, therefor etherhim- 
ſelf gaue or appoinred his. 
Apoſtles to giue them authori- 
rye to adminiſter thar facra- 
ment. Andas S. Thomas ſayerh 
3: 9. 67: att. 2. Chri/f gane 10 the 
Apoitles the office of baptizang, 


but to be exerciſid by others, and Bishops 
by whom |rather, then by che. Ce 
72. Diſciples ? Beſides., Sotus-c:e4 
lib.1o.de Iure q. 3: arr.r. fayerh: the As - 


Byshops and Parish Prieſts ! 

tucced the Apoltles. and 72. 

Diſciples Can. in nous d. 6, ? 

And Bellarmin. lib. i: de Cle- 

ricls C, 14; Al Fathers conftantiy. 
| Js 
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zeach , that Bishops ſucceed the 
Apoſtles , and Priefts the 72. Diſ- 
ciples. And ifany Prieſts ſucceed 
the 72, Diſciples, ſurely Parish 
Prieſts , ſuch as haue charge 
of ſouls. Thirdly, becauſe the 
Apoltles Ephel. 4. ſayth , thar 
Chriſt gaue ſeparatly to his 
Church , Apoſtles , Prophets , 
Enangeliſts , Paſtors , where, by 
Pa#fors , he vnderſtanderth ſuch 
as are not Byshops, for Byshops 
he vnderſtandeth vnder the 
name of Apoſtles, tro whome 
they ſucceed, And though 
ſome by Paftors vnderſtand 
Byshops , yett they include allſo 
\uch Prieſts, as vnder Bishops, 
haue charge of ſouls, as is to be 
ſeen in Eftius vpon that place. 
And the ſame Apoftle, Ads 20. 
calling to him the presbyrers ' 
orelders of the Church , of 

Epheſe&ſaycth indiffercntly ro | 
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them all , that the holye Gho# 
had pit them to gouerne the 
Church of God ; Where that by 
Presbyrers , he includeth nor 
onely Byshops, bur allſo ſuch 
Prieſts, as haue care of ſouls , 
appcarcth, borh becaulc the 
word Presbyter , was in the 
Apoſtles time common. to all 
ſuch, as 15 cuident, and there is 
no conuincing reaſon tro 
proue, that the Apoſtle there 
reſtrained the common vie of 
that word, asallo becauſe S. 
Thomas 2. 2. q. 184. art. 6, 
ſaycth, that S. Paul there com- 
prehexdit viro/que,and the ſame 
fayth Bellarmin 1. 1. de Ponrif: 
c. 8. And Stapleton vpon that 
place: Paul here af/irmeth , that 
rhe Presbyters of Epheſus were 
made ouerſeers of God flock » be- 
canſe the office of onerſeers belon- 
geth as much to a Parish Prie#t, as 


E-: vj 


ro08 | 
70a Bishop of manyecittyes, Mo- 
reouer , here is ſayd, that there 
were manye Presbyrters in the 
| Church of Epheſus, and yett 
* -®r- there neuer were manye * Bis- 
NCet!us . 
in Euſe- BOPS In one Church. Where- 
cg fore here vnder that name, 
*.:7” vercallſo, included ſome Pres- 
Socrate byters, Who were no Bishops. 
1.6012 Taddallſo. that S. Thomas 2.2. 
q. 184. art,6. expoundeth thoſe 
wordes , opitulationes & guber- 
zationes1, Corinth.12.ot Arch. 
deacons, and Curats, which 


Eſtius vpon thar place fayth, 


is the common expoſition of 


the Latins. Fourthly 1 proue 
the immediate diuine inſtiru- 
tion of ſuch Prieſts, as have 
charge of ſouls, our of the 
Councel of Trent. ſeſT.23.Can. 
6. If anye shall ſay that in the 
Church , there is not a Hierarche 
znſtitutcd by Gods appointement , 


109 
which con/ifteth of Bishops Prieſts, 
and miniſters , be he anathema. 
AndEſtias in 1, Corinth. 12. v. 
27. ſayeth : The Eccleſpaſticall 


' . Hierarchie properly conſifteth of 


Bishops , Priefts , and Deacons. 
And ſceing Hterarchie conſi- 
ſteth formally in power to go- 
uerne, Orin Principalitye , as is 
euident by the y ord itſelf, the 
Councel muſt needs meane, 
thatby Gods inſtitution, ſome 
Prieſts who are not Byshops,are 
governors in his Church. And 
if anye , ſurely ſuch as haue 
charge of ſouls. Fiftly I proue 


it out of the profeſſion of the 


Church in the conſecration of 
Prieſts, where thus she profeſ- 
ſerh : when God had appointed 
Byshops 10 gouerne people , he chaſe 
men of inferior order, and of ſecond 
degree , for to help their ſecietye 
and worke. And $he addeth, 
that the like was done in the 


IIO 
wilderneſs, by giuing 70.clders 
roMoy ſes,and inthe Synagog, 
by inſticuring Prieſts, and after 
that addeth allſo: By this prout- 
dence,to the Apoitles of thy Sonne, 
thou haſt adicyned preachers of 
fayth , as companions , by whome 
they hane filled the world with hap- 
pye preachings, Wherefore o Lord, 


we beſeech thee,add toour weakneſs 


rheiſe helpers , who by how much 
we are the frayler , by ſo-much the 
more we need thems Let them be 
promidet cooperators of oure order, 
lett shine tn them the forme of all 
zuſtice, that being to gine good ac- 
count of the diſpenſation commit- 
red to them, they may obtain the 
reward of encrlaſting happineſs. 
In which words , the Church 
profeſſeth, rhatſuch Prieſts,as 
are to giue account of rhe diſ- 

enſation committed to them 
(:5s thoſe are , who haue charge 
of ſoules) are by Gods inſtitu- 


It 
tion, cooperators of Byshops, 
as 'the 7, clderswereto Moy- 
ſes, and Prieſts in the Synagog, 
vere to the high Prieſt. 1 add 
allſo, that the turiſdition of 


Byshops and of Prieſts, is diffe- 


rent ture dtuinop. For thus Bel- 

larmin. lib. 1. de Clericis c. 14. 
The Catholick Church acknowled- 
geth and teacheth , that Epiſcopa- 
cye is greater inre dinino , then 
Prie# hood, both in orderand in- 
ri/diction , which ſuppoſeth, 

that Prieſtly juriſdiQtion, isin- 
ſtitured iure diuino , and in 
whome,, if notin Curats 2 And 
the ſame Bellarmin.prefar. lib. 
de Clericis ſayeth: The Church 
is diſtingnished by Chriſt , into 
three ordery, among which he 
putreth Curats. So that Curats 
are by Chriſts order in the 


Church. 


3- Secondly ,Iproue, chat RO 
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has 
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prime 
inſtitu- 
tion 


_ mint= 


ſter all 
prieſtly 
ſacra- 
ments, 
bur o - 
thers 
nor, 
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a Curate is a morenoble offi 
cer and miniſter of the ſacra- 
ment of Pennance, then an 
other who hath not charge of 
ſouls, becauſe he is inſtirured 
not onely ro miniſter the facra- 
ment of Pennance, bur allſo 
all other ſacraments which 
Prieſts can miniſter : whereas 
ſuch as haue no charge of ſouls, 


be inſtituted onely ro miniſter 


the ſacrament of Pennance 


and the Euchariſt, as is to be. 
ſcen in Catholick Countryes,. 


and if they haue leaue to mini- 


{ter other Sacraments, that is. 
onely in heathen and heretick. 


countryes, andfor want of Cu- 
rats. But he i1sa more noble mi- 
niſter ofthe ſacrament of Pen- 
nance, who of his prime infti- 
rution, is to miniſter all ſacra- 
ments which Prieſts can mint- 
ſter, then ſuch, asof iheir pri- 


WP 
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me inſtitution, can. miniſter 
onely two ſacraments. 


4-. Thirdly becauſe Carats, kauc 


and ſuch as haue charge of 
ſouls, haue not onely power 


and authorirye ro miniſter {a- ouer 


cramenits, burallſo ro rule and 


gOUucrne people z45S Paſtors doe not O- 
Sheep , and therefor Curats are **<55- 


rermed by S. Thomas ( as ve 
Shall ſce hercafcer)/e//er Princes» 
and inferior Prelats of the Church, 
ad are a parte of the Eccleſia- 
ſticall Hierarchic or Principa- 
litie,andBellarmin.1.r.de Porif. 
c. 8. ſayth : we grant, that it 
agreethio Bishops and Priefts to 


feed and gonerne the Charch. 


Whereas ſuch, as have no 
charge of ſouls , have no au- 
thoritye to gouern them, bur 
as] they voluntarily miniſter 
ſacraments to them , fo 
theiſe voluntarily reccaue fa- 
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craments of them, and volun- 
tarily doe what they adiilſc 
thew. Wherefor there is no 


true obedience , or merit of 


obedience to them , becauſe 

they haue np true ſuperiority 

or power tocommand. Burin 
doing what Curats command 

there is true obedience, and 

© merit thereof, and likewiſe 
true diſobedience and demerit 
thereof innot doing what they 
command, becauſe they haue 

true ſuperioritye and authori- 

tye to command their flock. 

And doubtleſs, he is a more 
noble miniſter of the ſacra- 

Curats ment of Pennance, whoharh 
cre not onely power to miniſter 
pal, o- ſacraments, burallſo iuriſdic- 
__ tion and powertorule and g0- 
adiu. Uuernethem ,to whome he mi- 
wors., miſtreth theſacramenrof Pen- 


nance, then he, who hath no 
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iuriſdition and poyer to rule 

and gouerne them to whome 

he miniſtreth the ſacrament of 
pennance. I add allſo , that -"tin 
Curats haue authoriryc in ,,,;.. 
themſclucs to miniſter ſacra- 2.9.37 
ments, but who have no charge **:*: 
of ſouls , are but Delegars , and 

haue onely the vic of authori- 
tye,whichis in an other. And 

allſo , that theiſe are but Coad- Rodri- 


Iutors of the others. And a - mpg 


Coadiutor is inferior to the art.z, « 
OF ro 2.9. 
Principall. pet 


5. Fourthly I prone thar 
Curars are more noble officers 
and miniſters of ſacraments, 
by authorityes. Foras the Gloſ<- 
ſe Luc. 1o. ſayth : Byshops are 
like 16 the Apoſtles 3/ inferior 
Prie#ts , to witt Curats, are like 
zo the 72. Diſciples. And Gene- 
rally the Fathers teach , that as 
Byshops ſucceedthe Apoſtles, 
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ſo Prieſts who haue charge of 

ſouls,ſucceed the 72. Diſciples 

as Concil-Neoceſar. Can. 3. 

Damal. Epiſt. 3. Anaclet.Epiſt. 

2, Auguſtin. in Pſalm, 44..Leo 

Epiſt, $3. I!:dorus lib. 2. de di- 

uin. ofhic. Bedainc. 1o. Lucx. 

And S. Thomas. part. q. 67. 
Carats, Tt 1. fayeth: Tobaprize, belon- 
iefler gerh rolefſer Princes of the Church, 
= gray that is, 10 Priefts, who hold the 
Church place of the 7 2.Diſciples of Chri#t, 
_— 4: the Glofſe fayth Luce 10. Sortus 
Diſci.. 1. 9. de Iurcq. 4. att. 3. We muff 
piles. meeds grant , that the office of Cu- 
rats hath the higheſt place of ſpiri- 
tzuall fanttions. And 4. 4d. 18.9. 
I.att. 5, Carats of Parishes haue 
ordinarye power, not from Byshops 
but from God's law. Ibid. q. 4.att. 
2. Al! thoſe ( Pope , Byshops , 
Curats , ) are called ordinarics 
by Gods Law. For allbeit the Bys- 
hop gineth a Parochiall Church to 
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this or that man : yet whoſoeuer is 
Parish Priest , by Gods Law the 

proper Prie#t, as allbeit the couſing 
of rhe Pope , Lelongeth 10 Carat- 
zalls, and the chuſcing of Bishops, 


| to Canons , yt they haue power 


from Gods Law. For Chri#t him = 


; ſelf”, who choſe the Apoitles , to 


whom Byshops ſucceed Can. Dno- 
rum vices d. 68. choſe allſo 72. 
others helpers of them , to whome 
Prieſts ſucceed Can. In nous d.. 
Azor. allſo tom. 1.1. 11.c. 24. 
ſpeaking of Curats , ſayeth : 
Tt cannot be denyed , that the ſtate 
of Bishops and Prie#ts, was ordai- 
ned by Chriit our Lord , as ſayth 
Aracletus, and itis related Can.in 
ono d. 21. Bysheps ſacceed to the 
ApoFles, Priefs to the 72. Diſc» 


ples. And Suarez tom. 3.dere- 


lig. lib. 1. c.17. n. 25. Ger/on ad- 
deth , that the ſtate and office of 
Carats , is by Gods law , and 


Curats 
neceſla. 
TIC tO 
ſalua- 
tions of 
oules. 
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Chri#s in#itution, ſd as the Pope 
cannot take it out of the Church , as 
he cannot take away the tate of 
Byshops , becauſe Curars belong to 
the entire Hierarchicall order in- 
Hitnted by Chri#. And this is pro- 
bable, both by mo# ancient tradi- 
zion , and becauſe the inſtitution 
of proper Curats , is neceſſarie to 
the good gouerment of the Chureh , 
and ſaluation of ſouls. Ana (asl 
ſayd before) doubtleſs, Chriſt 
inſtituted all thar is ncceſſarye 
ro the good gouerment of the 
C hurch and ſaluation of ſouls. 
Nether will it follow , that Cu- 
rats are of mans inſtitution, be< 
cauſe ſometime Vicars are putt 
in their place; for though Gods 
afhrmatiuelawes doe binde all - 
wayes , yet nout for allwayes : 
and allſo , becauſe Apoſtoli. 
cal Vicars , and Archprieſts, 
are ſometimes pur in places of 
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Byshops ;and yet none deny , 


' thar Byshopsarc of Chriſts in- 


ſtirution. Beſides, Vicars, who 
are putt in place of Cuties, 
haue charge of ſouls, whichis 
all one for my purpoſe. Finally, 
S. Thomas3. part. q. 67. att. 2. 
callethCurats /e:xPrinces of the 
Church. And 22.4 188. att. 4. 
ordinarye, Prelats of the Church, 
and addeth , that for one 70 
preach by authoritye of Prelats 


or to doe other ſuch things ,paſ- 


feth not the degree of a diſciple 


or ſabiect. Item, Religious ,are 


inftituted to preach and heave Regu- 


Confeſſions , not by their owne au- - 


thoritye , but by the authoritye of RR 
ſaperior and inferior Prelars , to 


whome that belongeth by office. 
And /o they ſerue Prelats in ſuch 
miniſterie , which is proper 1oſuch 
4 Religion. And S.Bonauenture 
lib. de Paupertate Chriſti p. 


SHOES TUNRWSPCE AR Is." wal be 


120 
422. Religious men heelp Curats > 
- notas Lords, not ® hauing charge 
of fouls , but as ſernants in chari- 
7ye. And ſurcly , ſeruants, and 7 
ſuch as worke by authoritye of | 
others, are leſs noble officers, : 
then thoſe , whome they ſeruc, 
and by whoſe auctoritye they 


worke. 


12. Mar- 6G, Andrtoall theſt authori- 


ti) An. 
1624, 


The 
end of 
Semi- 
narics 
more 
excel- 
lenr 


therof uing called before them all re- 


Relt- 
©10Ns, 


tyes I add, thar lately the holye 
Congregation de propaganda 
fde hath decreed , that theerd 
of Seminaries is more excellent, 
then the end of Religions becauſe 
thereis no ſacrifice more grate full 
io God , then the zeale of fouls. | 
Which decree they made, ha- |: 


WP. 
lIigious orders, and without op- 


ofition of anyeof them. And |: 
if the end of Seminaries be 
more excellent , ſurely allſo 
the end of Curats , fot whome 
princt- 


IzL 
principally, ſeminaries are in- 
ſicured. And allſo, that the 
Councel of Trent.ſefl.24.c.18. 
commanded , thatall Byshops, 
who wereable, should in their 
Dioceſes found a ſeminarye 
for to bring vp Prieſts, who 
Should take the charge of 
ſonls , which chewerh . rhartin 
the iudgement both of theſayd 
Congregation, and Counccl, 
Prieſts, who haue charge of 
ſouls, are more excellent offi- 
cers, and more yſcfull and 
needfull to the Church , then 
ſuch are, who haue no charge 


.of ſouls. I may add allſo, char 


not onely * ſecular Diuines, * Hen- 
6 Cc 
bur allſo regular diuines doe a 


grant, that the ſtate of Curars lib.:z. 


is perfeCter, then the ſtare of = 
Religious. For thus Suarez to. 4.4.;s. 


3-deRclig.l. 1.c.21.n.6. If the q 7. 


er{on 


tate of religions aud inferiar Pre wag de 
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ftatu Cats , be conſcaeredin themſelues, 
perfec= phe ate of Prelats is more perfect. 


The Andthis (doubtleſs) meant S. 


ſtare of Auſtin, when he wrote epiſt, 
BUS 149. There is nothing more happie 
ſelf per. before God then the office of a Bys- 
tecter —yp, Prieft, or Deacon, if it be 


then ; 
Reli- exerctſed as our Lord comman- 


oion. dleth. And C.Chryſoſtam, when 
he noted , that our Saujour, 
hauingasked S, Perer if he lo- 
ued him more then orhers, bad 
him not enter into Religion, 
bur to feed his sheep. And the 
Apoſtle , Philippens 1. choſe 
rather to help ſouls , then to 
be in heauen with Chriſt , ſo. 
much they eſteemed paſtorall 
carc of ſouls, 
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SIXTEENTH CHAPTER. 


That it is better to confeſs t0 4 
Prieſt , who hath charge of ſouls , 
then to one who hath nat, becauſe 
he is neceſſarie to the good goner- 
ment ofthe Charch; not others. 


Hat Pricſts , who hauc 
charge of ſouls, as Cu- 
rats, are accu tothe good 
oouerment of the Church, is c- 
uident by whar hath been fayd 
before,thatthey arcimmediat- 
ly appointed by Chriſt, and by 
the profeſſion of the Church, 
that they are ſuch, aswere the 
70.elders in the wilderneſs,and 
as ſimple Prieſts were in the Sy- 
nagog. Secondly becauſe as in 
an armye, naturall reaſon tea- 
cheth vs, that not onely a Ge- 
nerall is neceſſarie , bur allſo 
Captains of craupes,and ynder 
: F of 


I. 
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them, ſergears and Corporalls, 
who comand immediatly cuc- 
rye particular ſoldier: ſoreaſon 

will teach vs, in the Church, 
whichis like to an Armye, be- 
fide the Pope, who is Generall | 
ad Byshops, whoarc Captaines 
of ſeucrall Dioceſes , there 
Should be vuder chem, Curats, 
who in eueryec parish should 
immediatly command and go- 
uerne cuery particularChriſtia. 
And the ſame welce incuerye 
kingdome, where beſides the 
King,and Licurtenars of shires, 
there are Conſtables, in cucrye 
village. Thirdly,becauſcPriefts 
who baue charge of ſouls,are of 
the Eccleſfaſticall Hierarchie 
and who are of the Eccleſiaſti- 
call Hierarchie are neceſlarie 
for the good gouerment of the 

Church. For God and nature , 

as they faile notin neceſſaryes, 
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fo they abound not in Gas. 
fluitycs.Fourthly, becauſe Sua- 
rez (as Ve ſay aboue in the for- 
mer Chapter ). granteth , that 
Carats are neceſſarie to the good 


£ ; * gouerment of the Churth , and 
| faluation of ſouls. Fittly , be- 


cauſe theChurchin all ages,and 
in all places, where she cow 1 
inſtiture Prieſts with charge of 
ſouls, did inſtitute them, and 
deuided Chriſtian people, into 


 diſtinC parishes,and lately rhe 


Councelof Trent commanded 
itto be done (eff. 21.c.4.ſefT 24. 
c.13. Thereforsheiudgeth ſuch 
to be neceſſarie to: her good 
Touermet,otherwife she would 
not ſogenerally, andſo conti- 
nually haue praQtiſedir,andall- 
ſo-command it. Whereby we 


ſee, thar if any. will hinderor 


diſlwade theerefio of Curars, 
or diviſion of Catholicks into 
F ii 
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Parishes, they doe againſt the 
generall, and continuall prac- 
tiſe ofthe Church , and againſt 
her good gouerment, and the 
commandement of the Coun- 
cel of Trent. Burt that ſuch 
Prieſts, as haue no charge of 
ſouls, are not neceſſary to the 
Feod gm_ ofthe Church, 
is euident, becauſe ſuch haue 
no authoritie at all cogouern, 
becauſe ſuch were nor inſtiru- 
red by Chriſt, becauſe the 
Church for manye ages, - had 
no ſuch, norcuer commanded 
fuch to be inſtituted or vſed. 
And ith eueryec one ſeeth, of 
what importance the good go- 
ucrmenrtof the Churchis,cue- 
rye one may thereby ſee , of 
what greater importance It is 
to haue Prieſts with charge of 
ſouls , rather then to haue 
others, 


27 

SEAVENTEENTH CHAP. 

That it is better ro confeſ# , 10 4 
Prie## having charge of ſouls, 
then to an other , proued by the 
compariſon of the ſpeciall motines 
zo confeſs to others. 


r. [therto we haue ſpoken 
of the ſpirituall moriues 
to confels to Prieſts, who haue 
charge of the ſouls of their Pe- 
nitents , rather then to others, 
which (as We haue ſeen) are ve- 
ry manye ,andailſo weightye; 
now vc vill ſce the ſpirituall 
motiues, which may be preten- 
ded, thar it is better to confeſs 
to others. AndI will omitc all 
temporall motiues thereto, be. 
cauſc they are vnfittad vnyor- 
thye to be mentioned, when 
there is queſtion or delibera- 
tion which kinde of Confeſlors 
F 1 
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are the beſt for the gloric of 
God, andfpirituall good of Pe- 

Fiſt Nitents. The firſt ſptrituall mo- 

motiuc. tjue, tO goe to what approued 
Confeſlorone will, may be,that 
ſuch liberric doth in manye Pe- 
nirents,help to make entire co- 
feſlions more then would be, if 
they did cuer confeſs to him, 
who hath charge of their ſouls, 
by reaſon of their bashfulneſs, 
or ſome other human wea- 
knelſs. True it is, that libertye 
ro confeſs to what approued 
Confeſlor one will helpeth ma- 
nyc to make entireconfeſſios, 

Conrri- more then reſtraintto one ap- 

tisand proued forthe bythe Church ; 


d 
d- : 
aa bur dothit not hinderas many 


life,of ro hauetrue contrition,and ab. 
more 
mar ſolute purpoſe to amend what 


tance, they doe confeſs ? And ſeing 


_ contritio is far moreneceſſarie, 
ONTcCls 


fon. 


anda more principall parte of 
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the ſacrament of pennance,ths 
Confeſhionis, (becauſe contri- 
tion may ſaue one withour Co- 
feſlion,when a Prieſt cannot be 
had , bur Confeſſion withour 
contrition, will doe no good) if 
reſtraint to confeſs to ſuch as 

haue charge of our ſouls, help 
more to contritio, and reſolute: 
purpoſe of amendment of life, 
then libertye of confeſling to 
what Pricſt one will, doth , ir 
muſt needs be betrer, becauſe ir 
more helpeth to the more prin- 
cipall parte of the ſacrament;, 
which is contrition , and allfo 
more to the end of the facra- 
ment, which is forgiueneſs of” 

ſinns, and amendment of life, . 

and'a true Penitent: will more: 

regard that, which more hel- 

peth himtothe moreneceſſarie: 
part of the. ſacrament of Pen-. 
nance, which is contrition, and: 


F y. 


ad — « 
—_— AER LL AR CE, 5 "04 AA T 2 , 
s VO it gt or = ww EET PNG a rg ml OA PIO Ty are COT ON a Lat Peep 
I YR wm IT 


we AA otro it 2a es DAU" NE NN DAE INS w 


— WPI en on; " PE BIESS 26.5 of > 


OOO, 


WT” EEE tp. we at 


130 
allo to the end of the facra- 
ment, which is forgiueneſs of 
finns, and amendment of his 
life, then that, which helpeth 
him more to theleſs neceſlarie 
parte of this ſacrament, which 
15 entire confeſlion of his ſfinns. 


Second. 2,, An other mortiue to leaue 
mour-che Confeſſor,who hath charge 


of ſouls,and to cotcls ro others, 
may be,thatthereby the ſacra- 
mentof Pennance,is more fre- 
quentedrthe otherwiſe itwould 
be:butnorvithſtading this, we 
Should rather ſecke, whathel- 
peth to recciue this ſacrament 
better,then whathelpethrore- 
ceiuc itoftner. Becauſe to re- 
cciue it better, though ſeldo- 


mer ,profitetk much, whereas 


co receiue it oftener, but nor 
berrer, profiteth little. And( as 
we haueshewed) confeſling to 
encs proper Pricſt, who hath 


/. 
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charge of ſouls, helpeth much 
co confeſs better, then libertys 


to confe(s to what Prieſt one 


vill, doth. 
3. A third moriue may be, that 


diners ſorts of Confeſſors, who 


haue not charge of the ſouls of 
their Penitents,can commonly 
givegreater Indulgences, then 
fuch as haue charge of ſouls, ci 

ine. To this I anſwer, that this: 
motiue harh lirtle place in En- 
gland,whereall Prieſts can giue 
fuficient Indulgence. Second- 
ly,that(as Bellarmin li>.1.de In- 
dulger. cap.1r.well monisheth, 
after S. Thomas. ) Regnlar diſcr- 
pline muſ} not be broken or relaxed 


for gayning of Indulgences. And 


ifnor regular difcipline, much 
leſs Ecclefiaſticall diſcipline , 
which is of more importance , 
then regular difcipline, as the 
Church is of more im P ortance; 


- 


Third 
motiue. 
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then anyeregularorder.Third- 
ly, that ſich abſolution from 
finn , is of farr greater impor- 
tance,the Indulgence,becauſe, 
chatis,forgiueneſs of the ſinn-ic 
ſelf, this, bura relaxation from 
ſome teporall payne, after finn 
1s abſolued , we should rather 
looke, what Pricſt can giue vs 
the moſt aſſured abſolutionfrs 
{inn, then who can glue vs the 
oreateſt Indulgence , which 


© O 

will auaile vs nothing, if our 
fnn be notaſluredly abſolued. 
Beſides , by confeſling ro one 
appointedro vs by rheChurch, 
we both meritand fatisfye mo- 
re; then by confeſling to one 
choſen by ourſelues ( as is be - 
fore shewed)and thereby more 
encreaſe grace in ourſouls, and 
our gloriein heauen, which is 
more to be eſteemed, then rela- 


xatio of temporall payne, And 


= 
Sotus 4. d, 21.q. 2.2. I. Wir W's 
of it ſelf, it is much better to ſatis- eas of 
je by his own works , ther t0 gain Pt 
Indulgences. And ibid, Incompa- 
rably better, is the leaftincreaſe sf then. 
merit ad grace ,then to be freed _ 
from thegreateſtpaine in Purgato- 
rie. Incomparably 1 jay better 10 
be with greater merit and grace 11 
Pargatorie twenty yeaves , then Nom- 

| le 
with leſi,tobe there but one day, yea yas 
zo flie to heanen without all Pur- of Se- 
gatorie. Which words are wor- * 
thie to be conſidered. Moreo: 
uer the valororetffe&tof Indul- 
gencetisnot certain, vnleſs the 
cauſes of granting them: be 
* juſt and proportionable , be- * N- 
cauſc the Pope, is not Lordof _— 
thetreaſure of the Church, bur genr. 
onely diſpenſor thereof, and 29: 
which is a iuſt and proportio- = FR 3 
nable-cauſe , ozely God (as Na- 21-4: >- 


uar, fayth tratt, de Indulg. no« jj. 
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min.l.r, x. 15, nh. 8. ) knoweth. And he 
oa addeth ibidem n. 17. That t00 
i2a darge Indulgences gine occaſion to 

people to rnck , that more is got- 
zen by them,then is gotten indeed, 
and canfeth more negled of repen- 
tzance,then ought tobe. And num. 
18. That the Pope may ervre , itt 
thinking this or that cauſe to be 
iu. And notab.1l.n. 23. That it 
is moſt profitable, and mo#t faif”, to 
enoyne and accept pennance tobe 
done in this life, and that it is not 
thepart of a frindtoenioyne ſmall 
Sous PePranices. And notab.5.n. 44. 
Sar 1t #s inperfedtion to ſeek Indul- 
Penit?- gences , for after them to ſerue 
1 - Chriit coldly, and 0 Ve leſf wari- 
wſu ſit, ac and remeaie to anoid [inns 
Preang and to roote out vices which I feare 
rie, auz this our age doth roo mach. And 
penit?- *notab. 21. n. 2. approucth the 
!ditris Opinion of Caietan, who ſayrh, 
fr, . thatwho will gettladulgences, 


I 
muſt haue a minde to doe _Y 
great pennance himſelf , as Naw: 
would ſuffice for to ſatisfie for , ,. :2. 
his finns, Andthis,faieth F Bel- $orus 4. 
larmin is profitable and pious. ,',;. 
Ly which ( fayth Nauar.) the hon- t1.:.de 
nor of Indulzences is conſerued , — 
the mouth of raylers again#t then t;. 
ſtopped , and Chriitians firred up 
#0 doe worrhye fruidts of pennance. "IM 
And notab. zr. n. 44. According "cc 
to the opinion of Dinines and Cas ces We 
noniſts we muſt not for Indutgeces, __ "th 
orbeare to doe atfs of Pennantce. beare 
And finally notabl. 17. he fea- '24oc 
Sa ; aQts of 

reth hat it is too true , which the pernzs 
Gloſſeſiyth- That few gett Indal- &. 
geces. Thusthis pious, and moſt 
learned Canoniſt , which 1 wish 

them to conſider well , who for 

to gett greater Indulgences, 
would Jleaue their proper 
Prieſt, and confeſo to others, 


I add allfo, that Regular ſupe- habe 
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no mO- yl q nether for more making | 
«> ofentire confeſſions,non ofte-= 
permice ner frequentingthe ſacrament 
theirs of pennance, norfor gaining of 
f- ro greater Indulgenees , nor for 
ethers. anye other moriue whatſocuer, 
will permitt their ſubie&s , out 
of caſe of neceſlitye, to confeſs 
ro others, then to ſuch as rhey 
appoint. Which. clearly $he- 
weth , that they eſteem more 
confeſſion made to - proper 
Prieſts, then all} other ſpirituall 
commodities, which can come 
yy confefling to-others. And 
ie mo. INOTCoucT Iadde, that no grea» 
ucd the ter good-, bur onely the too 
Cturch great multitude of penitents, 
and the inſufficiencye of pro- 
per Prieſts in diuers places,mo= 
ued theChurch ro condefcend 
to people forto leaue their pro- 
per Prieſts, and to confeſs to 


others, as iscuident by the te- 


| I;7 
ftimonie of S. Thomas , and 


others * beforecited. And if « 5upra 
not greater ſpirituall good, bur <?-5- 
onely neceflitie by reaſon of 

roo great multitude of Peni- 
tents, orinfufficiencycof ſome 
proper Pricſts , moned the 
Church to grant libertie to co - 

feſs ro other Prieſts, good chil- 

dren of the Church, who will 
follow her aduiſe, should not 

ypon pretenſe of greater ſpiri- 

| tuallgood, butonely yponthe 

| fayd neceſfitye , make vie of 

| thar libertic,, which she ypon 

that neceſſitye, was forcedto 
grant,and ifthatneceſlityc had "FTA 
not been, would nener haue HR 
| granted. Iſayallſo thatir isa di- m ho- 
{ uine precept , doe fruits worthye ; x.=. 


inEuag. 
of pennance Luke 3. Andrto doe 5.Tho- 
fruits y orthye of pennance, in- P*5'n 

; uc, 3.. 
cludeth { as. *Bellarmin +well +1.,.4e 
layth and proucth ourofholye 1&ni: 
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Fathers)to make ſatisfattion to 

God, andasheaffirmeth: They 

cannot be well called fruits worthye 

of pennances vnleſs indeed they ſuf 

ice to recompenſe the iniurye,if not 
znequalityeofquatitye,yet in equa- 

litye of proportion , and according 

fo the acceptance of him , who was 
wronged: And alſo thatIndul- 

geces doe not exempt vs from 
fullfilling this divine precepr. 

_— And likewiſe, that not Indul- 
are nor FENCES, but the Penirents ſatis- 
fu = faction,isapartofthe ſacramer 

'10ns, : : 

ror of Penaance, without which 
exemPr #he ſacrament of Pennance (as the 
doing + MeBellarmin + fayth) « /ame 
fruits of and imperfect , which lameneſs 
pcnn2” or imperfection, Indulgences 
+Lib.1, doe not ſupplic , becauſe they 
_ de P=- are nopartcattall of the ſacra- 
c.17. ment, Netherisitlikelye, that 
Sce him Chriſt , in granting Indulgeces 


5+ tohis Church, mcantthereby 
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! to make hisſfacramerlameand 


imperfed, or to exempt peni- 
tents from fullfilling his diuine 
precept , of doing worthye 
fruirs of pennance, which (as 
Nauar.ſayd ) is the doctrine of 
diuines and ofCanonifſts. Final- 
ly , I ay vithBellarmin. 1. x. de 
Indulgentiis C. 12. That prudent 
Christians ape fo take Indulgeces, 
as withall they endeawour to bring 


frames worthie of pennance,and to 
fatisfye God for their ſinnes. 


Which prudentaduiſe who wel 
conſider. wilnort for vncertain 
gayning of greater Indulgece, 
leeſs the certain gaining of 
greater merit in conf< ſling to 


their proper Prieſt|: eſpeciall, 


ſecing merit ( as truly ſayd So- 
tus) 1s incomparably more to 
be eſteemed, then Indulgence, 
though the gaining of this 
Wcre 6crtain, 


ow 


IT. 
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THE CONCTLIFSION 
to the Reader. 


Entle Reader, out of all 
which hath been ſayd in 
this Treatiſe, I gather theſe im- 
portants points which I rhuch 
commend to thy memorye 


and conſideration. Firſt, thata. 


ſufficientConfeſlor with paſto- 
rall charge of ſouls, is moreto 
the glorye of God, to the good 
ofthe Church,and co the ſpiri- 
tuall profit of ſouls, then is a 
fufficient Confeſſor, who hath 
no ſuch charge of ſouls. Se- 
condly, that what good Prieſt 
feeketh the greater glorie of 
God, the greater good of the 
Church, and thegreaterſpiri- 
tuall profit of ſouls, will more 
delire to be a Confeflor with: 
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charge of the ſouls of thoſe 
whoſe Confeſſions he hearerh, 
then to be confeflor wichour 
ſach charge if conueniently he 


may be. Thirdly , that what” 


Penitent ſeeketh the greater 
gloricof God, the greater good 
of the Church, and the greater 


ſpirituall profit of his ſoul, will 
vie rather a ſufficient Confelſ- 


for, who hath charge of his 
ſoul, then a ſufficient Confel- 
ſor who hath no ſuch chargeof 
his ſoul if conveniently hee 
may. Fourthly , that if any 
Should hinder or dehorrt from 
che making of Confeſlors with 
charge of ſouls, or counſel! Pe. 
nirents to goe to others, rather 
then to ſuch , he should hinder 
and de:.ort from that , which 
isto the greater gloric of God, 
greater good of the Church, 
and greater ſpirituall proficof 


111. 
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ſelf) al good Prieſts inEngland | 
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fouls which none candoe who 
ſeek the glorie of God , the 
good of the Church, and pro- 
firofſoules. Which (I aflure my 


doe really and hartily ſeek: 
and thereforc I hope, thar all 
ſuch, will take this my coun- 
ſel of being confeſſors with 
charge of ſouls, in good parte ; 
and vil if they can conuenient- 
ly , follow it. Which if they 
doe , I shall hope of the ſpee- 
dier conuerſion of our poore 
Countrye , in which are ma- 
nyc good sheep , but /;ze pa#to- 
ribus withour paſtors; and be- 
cauſe they are among woolues, 


need Paſtors more , then in | 


Catholick Countryes , and 
need all ſpirituall help which 
may be had both by Confeſ- 
ſors with charge of ſouls , or 
without ſuch charge, asPeni- 
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tents in Catholick Countryes 


haue. For my intention isnot 
co depriue them of Confcſ- 
ſors without charge of ſouls, 
or of anye fpirituall good, thar 
can be gotten byſuch , bur;co 
afford them both kindes of 
Confeſlors , as Penitents in 
\ |! Catholick Countryes, and in 
| Ireland, and in Holland haue 
| allſo, and ro procurethemall 
, | the ſpiricuall good and help, 
| which may be reaped by both 
| ſuch Confeſlors. 
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